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Despite	being	almost	eight	years	old,	Grand	Theft	Auto	V	is	still	widely	popular	and	one	of	the	bestselling	games	of	all	time.	Since	its	release	in	2013,	the	game	has	been	ported	to	PS4	and	Xbox	One,	and	it	will	receive	a	next-gen	port	for	the	PS5	and	Xbox	Series	X	/	S	later	this	year.	The	release	on	xCloud	will	allow	players	to	play	the	game,	including
the	GTA	Online	mode,	on	the	go	without	being	tethered	to	their	console.	xCloud	is	included	for	users	subscribed	to	Xbox	Game	Pass	Ultimate,	though	the	service	is	only	available	on	Android	devices	at	the	moment.	Microsoft	also	confirmed	in	a	blog	post	today	that	more	than	50	games	available	in	the	xCloud	library	support	touch	controls,	allowing	you
to	play	games	on	Android	devices	without	a	controller.	The	feature	debuted	last	September	with	support	for	Minecraft	Dungeons,	but	now,	some	of	the	biggest	titles	on	xCloud,	including	Gears	4	and	Sea	of	Thieves,	support	the	feature.	Has	the	series	still	got	it?	The	brand	new	trailer	for	Grand	Theft	Auto	V	has	hit	giving	us	our	longest	glimpse	at	the
game	so	far.It's	the	second	trailer	of	the	game,	which	is	expected	in	spring	next	year.So	what	can	we	glean	from	the	new	snippet?	Well	it's	the	usual	mix	of	sprawling	cityscapes,	violence	and	tongue-in-cheek	humour.	The	game	world	is	bigger	than	the	last	two	GTA	titles	and	Red	Dead	Redemption	combined.	According	to	the	creators,	that's	to	allow
more	flying	missions.The	graphics	look	awesome,	a	real	step-on	from	GTA	IV.	And	fans	won't	be	disappointed,	as	there	are	the	usual	insane-looking	missions	and	snappy	dialogue.One	cut-scene	sees	a	boy	dangling	from	the	ladder	of	a	moving	firetruck,	a	scene	reminiscent	of	the	end	of	a	certain	action	movie.The	soundtrack	is	reliably	80s	as	well,
which	suggests	harking	back	to	Grand	Theft	Auto:	Vice	City.In	fact	if	there	is	a	criticism,	it's	that	the	trailer	is	all	cut-scenes	with	no	in-game	action.	But	it	still	looks	terrific.Multiple	viewsAccording	to	a	recent	report,	missions	will	be	scored	just	like	scenes	in	a	movie,	as	well	as	keeping	the	traditional	radio	stations.	You'll	also	take	control	of	multiple
characters,	offering	more	than	one	viewpoint	on	the	action.Rockstar	has	also	uploaded	a	huge	batch	of	screenshots	for	our	perusal.	You	can	check	them	out	here.	Grand	Theft	Auto	V	is	up	for	pre-order	now,	and	should	be	out	sometime	next	spring.	Join	our	newsletter	All	the	best	features,	news,	tips	and	great	deals	to	help	you	live	a	better	life	through
technology	Thank	you	for	signing	up	to	T3.	You	will	receive	a	verification	email	shortly.	There	was	a	problem.	Please	refresh	the	page	and	try	again.	By	submitting	your	information	you	agree	to	the	Terms	&	Conditions	(opens	in	new	tab)	and	Privacy	Policy	(opens	in	new	tab)	and	are	aged	16	or	over.	Image	1	of	5GTA	V	is	just	around	the	corner	and	so
to	celebrate	its	impending	arrival	our	crack	design	team	have	come	up	with	this	render	of	what	we	think	the	iFruit	will	look	likeWe	know	that	GTA	V	(opens	in	new	tab)	will	feature	the	iFruit	-	A	fictional	device	which	will	let	you	see	the	game	map	and	more	-	so	in	honour	of	the	game's	impending	arrival	and	because	well,	it's	a	Friday,	our	design	team
came	up	with	a	concept	render	of	what	we	think	it'll	look	like.The	first	thing	you'll	notice	is	both	its	similarity	to	a	certain	Apple	product,	the	iPhone	5	(opens	in	new	tab),	but	also	the	similarity	to	the	mobile	device	which	was	proudly	featured	in	the	original	Grand	Theft	Auto	V	reveal	poster.We	know	via	previous	iFruit	iterations	in	the	GTA	series	that
you'll	be	able	to	answer	calls	and	view	the	map,	we	now	also	know	that	the	iFruit	will	be	able	to	take	pictures	(opens	in	new	tab)	which	can	then	be	uploaded	to	Rockstar's	Social	Club.It	seems	logical	that	the	next	step	is	to	include	more	deeply	integrated	apps,	a	few	of	which	we've	taken	a	guess	at	including	a	mobile	store,	remote-detonation	app	and
an	instant	'Pay'n	Spray'	for	your	beloved	smartphone.Enough	chat	though,	check	out	the	video	below	and	head	over	to	Facebook	(opens	in	new	tab)	to	give	us	your	thoughts.	Are	we	way	off	the	mark	or	are	these	features	you'd	like	to	see	in	the	upcoming	GTA	5?-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Sponsored
Content:--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------	One	of	the	more	impressive	aspects	of	Grand	Theft	Auto	V	is	how	closely	the	game’s	San	Andreas	approximates	real-life	Los	Angeles	and	Southern	California,	but	a	new	machine	learning	project	from	Intel	Labs	called	“Enhancing	Photorealism	Enhancement”	might	push
it	toward	photorealism	(via	Gizmodo).Putting	the	game	through	the	processes	researchers	Stephan	R.	Richter,	Hassan	Abu	Alhaija,	and	Vladlen	Kolten	created	produces	a	surprising	result:	a	visual	look	that	has	unmistakable	similarities	to	the	kinds	of	photos	you	might	casually	take	through	the	smudged	front	window	of	your	car.	You	have	to	see	it	in
motion	to	really	appreciate	it,	but	the	combination	of	slightly	washed-out	lighting,	smoother	pavement,	and	believably	reflective	cars	just	sells	the	fact	you’re	looking	out	at	the	real	street	from	a	real	dashboard,	even	if	it’s	all	virtual.The	Intel	researchers	suggest	some	of	that	photorealism	comes	from	the	datasets	they	fed	their	neural	network.	The
group	offers	a	more	in-depth	and	thorough	explanation	for	how	image	enhancement	actually	works	in	their	paper	(PDF),	but	as	I	understand	it,	the	Cityscapes	Dataset	that	was	used	—	built	largely	from	photographs	of	German	streets	—	filled	in	a	lot	of	the	detail.	It’s	dimmer	and	from	a	different	angle,	but	it	almost	captures	what	I	imagine	a
smoother,	more	interactive	version	of	scrolling	through	Google	Maps’	Street	View	could	be	like.	It	doesn’t	entirely	behave	like	it’s	real,	but	it	looks	very	much	like	it’s	built	from	real	things.The	researchers	say	their	enhancements	go	beyond	what	other	photorealistic	conversion	processes	are	capable	of	by	also	integrating	geometric	information	from
GTA	V	itself.	Those	“G-buffers,”	as	the	researchers	call	them,	can	include	data	like	the	distance	between	objects	in	the	game	and	the	camera,	and	the	quality	of	textures,	like	the	glossiness	of	cars.	While	you	might	not	see	an	official	“photorealism	update”	roll	out	to	GTA	V	tomorrow,	you	may	have	already	played	a	game	or	watched	a	video	that’s
benefited	from	another	kind	of	machine	learning	—	AI	upscaling.	The	process	of	using	machine	learning	smarts	to	blow	up	graphics	to	higher	resolutions	doesn’t	show	up	everywhere,	but	has	been	featured	in	Nvidia’s	Shield	TV	and	in	several	different	mod	projects	focused	on	upgrading	the	graphics	of	older	games.	In	those	cases	a	neural	network	is
making	predictions	to	fill	in	missing	pixels	of	detail	from	a	lower	resolution	game,	movie,	or	TV	show	to	reach	those	higher	resolutions.Photorealism	probably	shouldn’t	be	the	only	graphical	goal	for	video	games	to	have	(artistry	aside,	it	looks	kind	of	creepy),	but	this	Intel	Labs	project	does	show	there’s	probably	as	much	room	to	grow	on	the	software
side	of	things	as	there	is	in	the	raw	GPU	power	of	new	consoles	and	gaming	PCs.	Grand	Theft	Auto	V	was	the	bestselling	game	on	the	PlayStation	3.	It	was	also	the	bestselling	game	for	the	PlayStation	4.	And,	as	improbable	as	it	might	seem,	it	could	top	the	PlayStation	5	when	all	is	said	and	done.	Sony’s	decision	to	lead	off	its	PS5	unveiling	with	a
seven-year-old	game	baffled	some	people.	Why	show	off	the	future	by	spotlighting	the	past?	The	simple	answer	is:	In	this	case,	the	past	was	(and	still	is)	just	too	big	to	ignore.	GTA	V	is	not	only	the	bestselling	game	of	all	time,	it’s	the	highest-grossing	entertainment	property.	And	thanks	to	the	robust	addition	of	GTA	Online,	it’s	a	title	that	continues	to
evolve	and	attract	players.	“It’s	by	no	means	a	traditional	game,”	says	P.J.	McNealy,	CEO	of	Digital	World	Research.	“This	is	the	new	world	for	mega	franchises.	This	is	reliable	revenue	on	an	ongoing	basis	with	in-game	purchases,	and	it’s	a	vibrant	world	that	every	other	developer	wishes	they’d	developed.”	GTA	V	started	as	a	single-player	game	and
that	component	is	still	a	popular	part	of	the	game,	but	the	growth	of	GTA	Online	has	transformed	the	franchise	into	something	that’s	more	akin	to	Fortnite,	a	multiplayer	title	that	constantly	evolves	and	offers	all	sorts	of	ways	for	players	to	explore	(and	spend).	Including	the	remastered/expanded	version	of	GTA	V	on	the	PS5	(and,	without	doubt,	on
the	Xbox	Series	X)	was,	in	many	ways,	a	given.	Hardcore	gamers	—	the	whales	of	the	industry	—	will	be	the	first	to	buy	new	consoles,	and	Rockstar	Games	and	Take-Two	Interactive	Software	wanted	to	be	sure	they	could	still	easily	play	GTA	Online.	“Take-Two	wants	to	migrate	those	players	over	to	the	new	consoles,	because	they	know	that	over	time,
the	number	of	players	on	the	PS4	and	Xbox	One	is	going	to	shrink,	so	they	need	to	get	people	moved	over	to	the	PS5	as	early	as	possible,”	says	Eric	Handler,	an	analyst	with	MKM	Partners.	The	bigger	question	is:	How	will	Rockstar	and	Take-Two	drive	new	players	to	the	game?	In	May,	the	Premium	Edition	of	GTA	V	was	given	away	for	free	on	the
Epic	Games	Store,	with	demand	so	strong	that	it	overwhelmed	the	servers.	Strauss	Zelnick,	CEO	of	Take-Two	told	Digital	Trends	in	May	that	he	believed	it	was	a	blend	of	current	owners	and	newcomers	to	the	franchise	who	took	advantage	of	that	offer.	McNealy	says	he	expects	the	publisher	to	move	more	toward	giving	away	the	game	to	help	build
the	GTA	Online	audience.	Handler,	though,	notes	that	the	PS5	offer	for	a	free	stand-alone	version	of	GTA	Online	is	only	a	three-month	promotion.	What	happens	beyond	that	is	still	to	be	determined.	It’s	certainly	possible	that	players	will	be	required	to	buy	a	copy	of	the	base	game	to	continue	playing	—	something	that	might	annoy	some	players,	but	if
they’re	emotionally	invested	in	the	game	at	that	point	after	three	months,	something	they’ll	do.	Handler	also	says	a	remaster	of	Red	Dead	Redemption	2	is	likely	on	the	way	as	well.	“As	Take-Two	wants	to	keep	its	GTA	Online	game	an	evergreen	property	it	would	seem	logical	to	assume	the	same	scenario	holds	true	for	Red	Dead	Online,”	he	says.	The
other	big	question:	Is	all	of	this	GTA	V	activity	the	start	of	a	slow-burn	marketing	campaign	for	Grand	Theft	Auto	VI?	Rockstar,	per	usual,	has	been	silent	about	its	next	project,	though	it’s	widely	assumed	to	be	the	next	installment	in	the	series.	If	that’s	true,	Handler	says	it	won’t	be	out	anytime	soon.	Launching	a	title	that	big	—	and	that	critical	to	the
publisher’s	financial	health	—	isn’t	something	a	third-party	game	maker	would	do	at	a	system’s	launch.	“I	think	the	next	installment	in	the	series	is	being	worked	on,”	he	says.	“But	you’re	not	going	put	it	out	when	the	installed	base	of	the	next-gen	consoles	is	so	low.	You	want	to	get	a	critical	mass	so	you	can	sell	20	million	copies.”	McNealy,	though,
says	he	doubts	Rockstar	will	release	a	sixth	stand-alone	version	of	the	series	—	or,	if	so,	no	time	soon.	“You	can	keep	iterating	the	GTA	V	base	for	quite	a	while	and	it’s	highly	profitable,”	he	says.	“The	economics	are	just	different	today.	…	Call	of	Duty	has	been	measured	as	a	franchise	as	something	that	can	generate	over	$1	billion	in	the	first	month	of
its	release.	But	GTA	has	changed	the	thinking	of	how	valuable	a	franchise	can	be	as	a	service	instead	of	just	as	a	seasonal	game	or	annual	franchise.”	Editors'	Recommendations
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