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This	post	may	contain	affiliate	links,	which	means	Ill	receive	a	commission	if	you	purchase	through	my	links,	at	no	extra	cost	to	you.	I	sometimes	receive	free	products	for	review.	Please	read	disclosure	for	more	information.When	I	first	started	sewing,	I	used	the	same	type	and	size	of	needle	for	MONTHS.The	pack	of	needles	came	with	my	machine,	so	I	thought	they
worked	for	every	project.I	only	changed	my	needle	when	it	broke	or	bent,	and	I	sure	didnt	consider	my	fabric	or	thread	type	before	I	started	sewing.Fast	forward	many	years,	and	I	now	know	that	picking	the	right	needle	for	your	purpose	makes	a	HUGE	difference	in	your	successchoosing	the	wrong	needle	can	damage	the	machine,	the	needle,	and	the	fabric.So,	lets
discuss	sewing	machine	needle	sizes,	sewing	machine	needle	types,	and	how	to	pick	the	right	needle	for	your	projects.Ive	even	put	together	a	free	printable	sewing	machine	needle	chart	that	you	can	print	out	at	the	end	of	this	post	to	keep	next	to	your	machine	for	future	reference!(And,	if	all	this	information	seems	overwhelming,	Ill	give	you	a	rundown	at	the	end	of
which	needles	I	think	are	best	to	keep	in	your	sewing	box.)	Hand	Sewing	Needle	vs.	Sewing	Machine	NeedleThis	post	focuses	on	the	different	types	of	sewing	machine	needles,	which	are	not	interchangeable	with	hand	sewing	needles.A	sewing	machine	needle	is	solid	at	the	top	of	the	needle,	and	the	needles	eye	is	located	near	its	point.In	contrast,	a	needle	used	for
hand	sewing	has	an	eye	at	the	very	top	of	the	needle	and	is	not	compatible	with	a	sewing	machine.Parts	of	a	Sewing	Machine	NeedleTo	understand	how	different	types	of	sewing	machine	needles	differ,	its	first	essential	to	know	the	parts	of	a	needle.The	thick	top	part	of	a	home	sewing	machine	needle	is	called	the	shank	and	is	rounded	at	the	front	and	flat	in	the
back.This	difference	between	the	two	sides	helps	you	know	which	direction	to	insert	the	needle	when	setting	up	your	machine.In	most	modern	home	sewing	machines,	all	you	need	to	remember	is	the	flat	part	faces	the	back	of	the	needle	clamp.	(Some	vintage	machines	and	mini	sewing	machines	like	my	Magicfly	one	thread	side	to	side	rather	than	front	to	back,	so
check	your	manual	if	yours	seems	different.)Below	the	top	of	the	needle	is	the	shaft,	which	is	the	round	part	with	a	groove	in	it.Sewing	thread	travels	down	the	shaft	before	going	through	the	eye	of	the	needle,	which	is	the	hole.The	needle	ultimately	ends	in	a	point	or	tip.Above	the	eye	of	the	needle	is	a	short	groove	called	a	scarf,	which	allows	the	hook	of	the	sewing
machine	to	pick	up	the	needle	thread	to	form	the	stitch.Changing	the	size	or	shape	of	the	eye,	shank,	scarf,	groove,	or	tip	changes	the	function	of	a	needle,	as	youll	shortly	see.Sewing	Machine	Needle	Sizes	Explained:	What	The	Numbers	MeanNeedles	come	in	different	sizes	(or	shaft	thicknesses)	and	are	described	by	an	American	and	European	size.The	smaller	the
needle	number,	the	finer	the	needle,	and	the	finer	the	thread	it	can	accommodate.The	larger	the	needle	number,	the	thicker	the	needle,	and	the	thicker	the	thread	it	can	accommodate.	EuropeanAmericanHow	Its	Written	60860/8	65965/9	701070/10	751175/11	801280/12	901490/14	10016100/16	11018110/18	The	size	is	written	as	a	series	of	numbers	with	the
European	number	first,	a	backslash,	and	then	the	American	number.	For	example,	90/14	is	a	common	needle	size	for	sewing	where	90	is	the	European	needle	size,	and	14	is	the	American	size.The	easy-to-remember	correlation	between	the	European	number	and	the	needle	diameter	is	this:A	100	needle	is	1	mm	in	diameter.Thus,	a	size	90	needle	is	0.9	mm	in
diameter,	a	size	110	needle	is	1.1	mm	in	diameter,	etc.How	to	Choose	a	Sewing	Machine	NeedleIn	most	cases,	you	will	pick	your	sewing	machine	needle	size	and	type	based	on	fabric	and	thread	characteristics.Now,	lets	get	a	little	more	into	what	that	actually	means.1.	Consider	Fabric	Weight	When	Selecting	a	Needle	SizeFabric	weight	is	determined	by	the
thickness,	density,	and	even	fiber	composition	of	the	threads	in	the	fabric.Choose	your	sewing	machine	needle	size	based	on	the	weight	of	the	fabric	you	plan	to	sew.This	means	a	thicker,	or	heavier,	fabric	requires	a	thicker	needle	to	penetrate	it	when	stitching.In	contrast,	a	lighter,	delicate	fabric	will	be	damaged	by	a	thick	needle	and	thus	demands	a	finer
needle.Here	are	a	few	examples	of	which	needle	to	use	for	which	fabric	below.	Fabric	WeightExamplesNeedle	Size	LightweightGauze,	crepe,	chiffon,	tulle,	organza,	silk,	voile,	tricot,	net,	lace65/9	75/11	Medium-weightTaffeta,	quilting	cotton,	jersey,	satin,	poplin,	seersucker,	broadcloth,	rayon,	linen,	knit,	elastic,	thin	denim,	velvet,	gingham75/11-90/14	Heavy-
weightUpholstery,	heavier	denim,	vinyl,	corduroy,	gabardine,	tweed,	canvas,	velour,	wool,	leather,	oilcloth100/16	Very	heavy-weightExtra	heavy	denim,	leather,	or	upholstery110/18	As	you	can	see,	while	an	80/12	or	90/14	needle	is	perfect	for	most	medium-weight	fabrics	like	linen,	elastic,	satin,	quilting	cotton,	or	poplin,	you	need	to	size	up	and	use	a	100/16,	110/18,
or	higher	needle	for	very	thick	fabrics	like	leather	or	upholstery.And,	for	those	thin	fabrics	like	gauze,	chiffon,	or	organza,	those	small	65/9	or	70/10	needles	will	poke	smaller	holes	and	cause	less	damage.However,	since	each	type	of	fabric	comes	in	multiple	weights,	there	is	no	one-size-fits-all	answer	to	the	question	of	which	needle	to	use	for	each	type	of	fabric.Take
denim,	for	instance.	There	are	thin,	lightweight	denim	fabrics,	and	then	there	are	very	heavy	denim	fabrics,	which	require	a	much	bigger	needle.So,	take	this	as	a	general	guide	to	help	you	learn	rather	than	the	set-in-stone	rule!2.	Consider	Thread	Weight	and	TypeAlso,	take	into	account	the	weight	and	type	of	thread	you	are	using.A	larger	needle	can	accommodate	a
heavier,	thicker	thread.Why	does	this	matter?If	you	use	a	small,	thin	thread	with	a	large	needle,	the	needles	point	leaves	large	holes	in	the	fabric	that	are	not	fully	filled	by	the	fine	threadthis	can	mimic	a	tension	problem	and	is	not	aesthetically	pleasing.On	the	other	hand,	if	you	use	a	thick,	heavy	thread	with	a	fine	needle,	you	risk	skipped	stitches,	broken	threads,
and	what	may	also	look	like	a	tension	problem	when	the	thread	has	difficulty	running	through	the	needles	eye.Types	of	Sewing	Machine	NeedlesThere	are	three	main	types	of	general-purpose	sewing	machine	needles,	and	the	best	needle	system	for	your	project	depends	on	the	fabric	type:	woven	or	knit.As	a	reminder,	woven	fabrics	are	formed	by	weaving	two	or
more	sets	of	yarns	together	to	form	a	stable,	non-stretchy	fabric	like	quilting	cotton.In	contrast,	knit	fabrics	are	formed	by	one	or	more	yarns	that	are	knitted	together	to	form	a	stretchy	fabric	like	a	t-shirt	knit.1.	Universal	NeedlesUniversal	point	needles	are	general-purpose	needles	with	a	slightly	rounded	tip.They	are	jack	of	all	trades,	but	master	of	none.As	such,
theywork	for	most	woven	or	knit	fabrics.When	in	doubt	about	which	needle	to	pick	for	my	project,	I	always	start	with	an	80/12	or	90/14	universal	needle.2.	Ballpoint	NeedlesBallpoint,	or	jersey	needles,	have	rounded	points	and	slip	between	the	loops	of	knit	fabrics	rather	than	piercing	the	fabric,	which	leads	to	fabric	damage	or	your	sewing	machine	missing
stitches.Because	these	are	made	specifically	for	sewing	on	knits,	choose	a	ballpoint	needle	when	you	know	your	fabric	is	a	knit.3.	Sharp	NeedlesSharp	point	needles,	or	Microtex	needles,	have	a	sharp	point	and	are	especially	good	for	cleanly	piercing	high-density	woven	fabricwith	minimal	resistance.Choose	this	type	of	needle	for	tightly	woven	natural	fabrics	like
silk	or	for	very	heavyweight	wovens.These	are	also	great	for	topstitching,	which	may	require	sewing	through	several	layers	of	fabric	and	interfacing.Types	of	Specialty	Sewing	NeedlesWhile	the	above	three	general-purpose	sewing	needles	cover	many	projects,	there	are	also	specialty	needles	that	accomplish	certain	tasks	even	better.Most	sewing	tasks	will	be	served
well	using	the	correct	needle	from	the	all-purpose	needles	above,	but	its	important	to	know	other	options	when	it	comes	to	troubleshooting	sewing	issues.This	is	not	an	exhaustive	list,	but	Ill	provide	some	examples.1.	Topstitch	NeedleThis	needle	type	has	a	very	large	eye,	a	very	sharp	point,	and	an	enlarged	groove	to	accommodate	the	thick,	decorative	threads
necessary	for	topstitching	through	multiple	layers.2.	Stretch	NeedleStretch	needles	are	a	specialty	version	of	a	ballpoint	needle	and	thus	also	do	not	damage	stretch	fabrics	when	sewing.Stretch	needles	are	slightly	less	rounded	at	the	tip	than	ballpoint	needles	and	are	useful	for	preventing	skipped	stitches	on	elastic	materials	such	as	rib	knit,	Lycra,	or	spandex.They
have	a	modified	scarf	and	eye,	allowing	for	better	pickup	of	the	top	thread	by	the	hook.3.	Denim/Jeans	NeedleDenim	needles	(aka	jeans	needles)	are	super	strong	needles	with	a	long,	extra	sharp	point	and	work	well	on	tightly	woven	heavy	fabrics	such	as	denim	and	canvas.4.	Metallic	NeedleMetallic	needles	have	elongated,	larger	eyes,	allowing	metallic	and	other
specialty	threads	to	pass	through	with	minimal	friction,	thus	decreasing	thread	breakage.5.	Machine	Embroidery	NeedleThese	needles	are	used	for	machine	embroidery	with	rayon,	polyester,	and	even	cotton	machine	embroidery	thread.The	point	is	medium-sharp	(between	a	ballpoint	and	a	sharp	needle),	and	the	needle	has	an	oversized	eye	and	groove.These
features	protect	delicate	threads	against	extra	friction	while	embroidering.I	almost	always	use	a	75/11	machine	embroidery	needle	when	embroidering.6.	Leather	NeedleWhen	sewing	with	leather,	choose	a	leather	needle,	a	wedge-shaped	needle	that	resembles	an	arrowhead.The	needle	pierces	the	leather	without	tearing	or	damaging	it	or	causing	skipped	stitches,
which	are	formed	if	the	leather	grabs	the	needle	and	doesnt	let	go	as	the	stitch	is	formed.Do	not	use	leather	needles	on	knits	or	woven	fabrics!7.	Quilting	NeedleQuilting	needles	have	a	special	taper	to	their	sharp	point,	making	them	perfect	for	piecing	quilt	blocks	and	adding	quilting	stitches	to	finished	quilt	sandwiches.Their	tapered	design	penetrates	multiple
layers	of	fabric	and	even	areas	with	intersecting	seams	easily.These	are	some	of	the	best	sewing	needles	to	use	for	quilting	cotton	projects	if	you	dont	want	to	use	different	needle	types	for	piecing	and	quilting.8.	Twin	Needle	(Double	Needle)In	the	case	of	a	double	needle,	two	needles	are	located	on	a	single	shaft	and	produce	two	rows	of	parallel	stitches.	(There	are
also	triple	needles	if	you	need	a	line	of	three	parallel	stitches!)I	use	my	twin	needle	most	when	I	am	sewing	hems	on	garments,	essentially	creating	a	faux	cover	stitch.However,	this	type	of	sewing	machine	needle	is	also	used	for	pintucks,	decorative	topstitching,	and	heirloom	sewing.When	purchasing	a	twin	needle,	the	first	number	of	the	package	is	the	distance
between	the	needles,	and	the	second	number	is	the	size	of	the	needle.These	double	needles	also	come	with	many	different	types	of	points	such	as	denim,	stretch,	universal,	and	more.Select	the	right	size	and	point	type	just	as	you	would	a	single	needle,	as	described	above.And,	a	note:	use	the	handwheel	first	to	advance	the	needle	when	starting	to	sew	to	ensure
neither	of	the	points	will	hit	the	presser	foot	before	you	speed	up.9.	Hemstitch	Needle	(Wing	Needle)Hemstitch	needles	have	a	wide	blade,	or	wing,	on	each	side	of	the	needle.This	cuts	a	decorative	groove	in	the	fabric	each	time	the	needle	is	passed	through.Additional	Different	Types	of	NeedlesThere	are	also	double-eye	needles,	which	are	universal	needles	with	two
eyes	for	two	different	threads.And,	there	are	quick-threading	needles	or	self-threading	needles,	which	have	a	slot	on	the	slide	to	slip	the	thread	into	the	eye	and	are	one	of	many	visual	aids	for	sewists	with	poor	vision.Are	sewing	machine	needles	universal	and	interchangeable?As	you	can	see,	all	sewing	machine	needles	are	not	universal	and	interchangeable.Yes,
there	is	a	universal	type	of	sewing	needle	that	works	great	for	many	projects,	but	selecting	the	best	needle	for	your	project	may	mean	choosing	a	sharp	or	ballpoint	needle	instead	for	better	results.One	sewing	needle	may	work	perfectly	for	one	project	but	may	cause	major	issues	for	another.A	leather	needle	will	not	work	well	on	knits,	and	a	ballpoint	needle	wont
work	well	on	thick	woven	fabrics.Taking	care	to	pick	the	appropriate	needle	for	your	sewing	is	worth	the	time!What	Sewing	Machine	Needles	to	Keep	In	Your	Sewing	BoxChoosing	a	sewing	needle	may	seem	very	complicated	with	all	the	options,	but	just	know	in	many	cases,	there	are	several	right	answers	for	needles	that	will	work.If	youre	unsure	what	you	need
when	you	first	purchase	your	sewing	machine,	I	recommend	purchasing	universal	needles,	sharp	needles,	ballpoint	or	stretch	needles,	and	topstitch	needles,	each	in	a	few	different	sizes.If	you	want	to	sew	leather	or	have	other	specific	needs	such	as	twin	needle	stitching,	add	those	specialty	needles	to	your	collection	as	well.Brands	of	Sewing	NeedlesMy	two	go-to
brands	of	needles	are	Schmetz	needles	and	Organ	needles,	although	there	are	many	different	needle	manufacturers.Schmetz	needle	numbering	is	simple	to	follow,	and	the	types	are	clearly	displayed	on	each	needle	box,	which	is	why	I	often	prefer	them.While	Organ	needles	are	typically	less	expensive	in	bulk,	their	numbering	conventions	are	a	little	more
confusing.When	is	it	time	to	change	needles?Always	change	the	needle	if	you	significantly	change	the	thread	weight	or	type	of	fabric	(for	instance,	from	knit	to	woven	fabric	or	from	60wt	thread	to	30wt).	Some	sewists	recommend	changing	needles	after	every	project	or	a	certain	number	of	stitches	or	amount	of	time,	but	thats	not	always	necessary.A	dull	needle	or
bent	needle,	though,	can	wreak	havoc	on	your	sewing	project	and	cause	poor	stitch	quality.Here	are	some	indications	that	it	may	be	time	to	change	your	needle:Threads	breakingPopping	sound	when	puncturing	the	fabric	(suggests	the	needle	tip	is	dull	or	damaged)Skipped	or	uneven	stitchesLarge	punctures	in	the	fabricIf	youve	never	changed	needles,	check	out	my
tutorial	for	how	to	change	a	sewing	machine	needle.How	To	Check	A	Needle	Before	SewingSewing	with	a	bent	needle	is	a	bad	idea	since	the	needle	could	break	while	sewing	and	injure	something	or	someone!To	check	if	the	needle	is	bent,	remove	it	from	the	machine	and	lay	the	flat	side	of	the	shank	on	a	flat	surface.If	the	distance	between	the	shaft	of	the	needle
and	the	flat	surface	is	even,	thats	great.	If	not,	discard	the	needle	and	try	another.Sewing	Machine	Needle	Chart	Download	BelowNow	that	youve	learned	more	about	choosing	the	proper	sewing	machine	needle	size	and	type,	download	my	handy	sewing	machine	needle	chart	pdf	file	here.Please	respect	the	time	I	put	into	making	this	and	do	not	redistribute	or	resell
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needle	has	a	left	twist	cutting	point.	As	the	name	suggests,	use	the	Leather	needle	to	sew	leather,	faux	leather,	paper,	and	heavy	non-woven	synthetics.	The	cutting	point	easily	penetrates	leather.	Remember	once	the	stitch	is	created,	the	thread	can	be	removed,	but	the	stitch	hole	will	remain.	Do	not	use	on	knit	or	woven	fabrics.
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key	then	arrow	keys	to	make	a	selection.	Sewing	Machine	Needles,	50	PCS	Universal	Sewing	Machine	Needle,	Compatible	with	Singer,	Brother,	Janome,	Varmax,	Sizes	HAX1	65/9,	75/11,	90/14,	100/16,	110/18	(50	PCS)Get	it	as	soon	as	Tuesday,	Aug	5$13.15	shippingSewing	Machine	Needles,	100	PCS	Universal	Sewing	Machine	Needle	Set	for	Singer,	Brother,
Janome,	Varmax,	and	Other	Brands	of	Home	Sewing	Machines,	Sizes	65/9,	75/11,	90/14,	100/16,	110/18Get	it	as	soon	as	Tuesday,	Aug	5$13.25	shippingSewing	Machine	Needles,	Universal	Sewing	Machine	Needle,	ONEHERE	Compatible	with	Singer,	Brother,	Janome,	Varmax,	Sizes	HAX1	65/9,	75/11,	90/14,	100/16,	110/18	(50	PCS)Get	it	as	soon	as	Tuesday,	Aug
5$12.87	shippingSewing	Machine	Needles	Set,	Universal	Standard	Needle,	Home	Sewing	Machines	Needles,	Sizes	HAX1	65/9,	75/11,	90/14,	100/16,	110/18,	WOILLIO	Compatible	with	Singer,	Brother,	Janome,	Varmax(50	PCS)Get	it	as	soon	as	Tuesday,	Aug	5$13.02	shippingSewing	machine	manufacturers	prefer	that	you	didnt	use	alternative	brands	of	sewing
needles.	It	is	not	that	they	wont	fit	or	will	harm	their	machines	but	more	along	the	financial	end	of	things.	Most	needle	brands	will	fit	most	other	machines	if	they	are	the	right	size.Will	Singer	needles	fit	a	Kenmore	sewing	machine?	Yes,	Singer	needles	should	fit	Kenmore	sewing	machines.	That	is	if	they	are	the	right	size	and	shape.	While	most	sewing	machine
needle	brands	can	be	used	in	different	machines,	there	may	be	some	that	are	not	made	in	the	right	shape	to	fit	different	sewing	machine	brands.To	learn	more	about	this	topic,	just	continue	to	read	our	article.	It	has	the	information	you	need	to	know	about	so	you	can	make	the	right	needle	purchase.	Take	a	few	minutes	to	get	up	to	speed	on	this	important	topic.Can
You	Use	Singer	Needles	in	a	Kenmore	Sewing	Machine?It	seems	that	you	can	use	a	Singer	needle	in	a	Kenmore	sewing	machine.	As	long	as	the	Singer	needle	is	the	right	size	and	meets	the	Kenmore	criteria,	there	should	be	no	problem.To	be	sure,	you	should	check	the	Kenmore	manual	to	see	what	needle	sizes	they	recommend.	Then	go	to	a	sewing	machine	needle
chart	to	see	what	other	brands	are	compatible	with	your	sewing	machine.Those	charts	are	great	guides	and	help	you	find	the	matching	needle	from	another	brand.	They	also	help	you	pick	out	some	cheaper	options	so	you	can	save	some	money.Two	of	the	keys	to	needle	use	are	not	the	brand	name	but	how	you	insert	them	and	where	the	eye	is	located.	Proper
insertion	is	vital	as	your	machine	may	not	sew	right	if	you	insert	the	needle	the	wrong	way.Also,	sewing	machine	needles	come	in	two	measurements.	One	is	American	and	the	other	is	European.	These	measurements	all	point	to	the	same	size	of	needle	but	that	size	is	expressed	in	two	different	ways.What	kind	of	Needles	do	I	Need	for	a	Kenmore	Sewing	Machine?
You	can	use	the	Sears	or	Kenmore	brand	of	needles	and	if	you	check	the	owners	manual	it	may	specifically	state	that	you	should	stick	with	their	brand	of	needle.	That	is	common	for	most	sewing	machine	companies.But	in	todays	world,	there	are	lots	of	companies	manufacturing	or	selling	what	is	called	universal	needles.	This	variation	tells	you	that	they	can	be	used
in	all	sewing	machine	brands.Then	if	you	ask	your	friends,	they	should	tell	you	that	they	use	different	brands	of	needles	in	their	Kenmore	or	Pfaff	and	so	on.	That	is	because	it	is	not	the	brand	that	is	important	when	it	comes	to	needles.What	is	important	is	the	size	of	the	needle	and	if	that	size	will	fit	your	particular	sewing	machine.	Your	owners	manual	will	tell	you
the	sizes	of	needles	that	will	fit	that	particular	model	of	sewing	machine.On	the	front	pages,	there	should	be	a	chart	with	a	list	of	all	the	needle	sizes	that	will	work,	the	type	of	needles	that	can	be	inserted	into	your	machine,	and	the	fabrics	that	those	needles	are	best	suited.	Stick	to	the	chart.Kenmore	Sewing	Machine	Needles	Even	though	Sears	may	be	on	the	ropes
business-wise,	you	can	still	get	Kenmore	needles	if	you	are	one	of	those	sewers	that	like	to	use	the	same	brand-name	needles	with	their	sewing	machine.These	needles	are	available	everywhere	still	as	you	will	find	them	on	Amazon,	Etsy,	eBay,	and	many	other	outlets.	If	you	cant	find	the	specific	Kenmore	brand,	do	not	worry.	There	are	companies	out	there	producing
universal	needles	that	will	fit	and	work	well	with	your	Kenmore	sewing	machine.Then,	if	you	still	want	to	use	Kenmore	sewing	needles	in	your	machine,	you	can	always	contact	Sears	Direct,	type	those	words	in	your	search	box,	and	that	website	will	have	a	list	of	models	they	still	have	parts	for.	Those	parts	should	include	needles.On	top	of	that,	you	can	also	find
vintage	Kenmore	needles	if	you	search	hard	enough.	Many	are	on	sale	at	eBay	and	you	should	be	able	to	find	other	online	outlets	that	carry	those	needles	as	well.Kenmore	Needles	ColorSears	and	Singer	have	gone	to	a	color	code	system.	They	use	color	so	you	can	tell	at	a	glance	the	size	of	the	needle	without	having	to	read	the	package.	But	the	only	problem	is	that
the	needles	may	have	more	than	one	color	on	them.This	means	you	have	to	know	the	different	color	codes	and	what	size	or	purpose	they	indicate.	For	example,	the	yellow	color	on	a	needle	will	tell	you	that	the	needle	works	on	stretch	material	and	is	a	size	110/18	(the	first	number	is	European	and	the	second	is	American	needle	sizes).Blue	color	indicates	a	needle
size	between	70	to	110	and	works	on	jeans,	denim,	and	other	heavy	fabrics.	Keep	in	mind	that	the	larger	the	number	the	larger	the	needle.	So	you	do	not	want	to	use	a	110/18	on	sheer	fabric.	The	needle	hole	would	just	be	too	big.Knowing	the	color-coding	may	be	important	as	not	all	needles	are	sold	in	labeled	packs	or	they	get	tossed	into	a	box	or	put	into	a
pincushion	and	so	on.	The	color	coding	will	help	you	find	the	needle	you	want	when	no	labels	are	around.Kenmore	6021	NeedlesKnowing	the	sewing	machine	model	will	help	you	find	the	right	needles	that	includes	when	you	are	going	to	buy	Kenmore	branded	needles	as	well.	The	model	number	is	a	helpful	guide	when	you	do	not	have	your	owners	manual
handy.When	you	do	a	search	for	needles	for	a	Kenmore	6021	you	may	find	actual	Kenmore	needles	for	sale	and	they	should	indicate	which	sewing	machine	model	they	work	with.	But	your	owners	manual	chart	will	have	the	needle	size	in	it	making	your	needle	finding	chore	easier.When	you	get	a	listing	for	universal	needles,	the	ads	or	the	packaging	should	state
which	models	they	work	with.	For	example,	the	Schmetz	70/10	is	listed	as	working	on	the	Kenmore	6021.	Those	needles	also	work	on	the	6552,	6702,	9569,	and	15	x	1	sewing	machine	models.What	this	means	is	that	even	if	you	have	an	older	Kenmore	sewing	machine,	you	do	not	have	to	worry.	Some	needles	will	fit	it.Needles	for	Kenmore	385One	thing	is	for	sure,
you	will	find	needles	for	your	Kenmore	385	in	the	most	unlikeliest	of	places.	Singer	online	has	needles	for	this	sewing	machine	model.	That	is	one	of	the	good	things	about	the	internet,	when	you	are	stuck	you	can	always	find	an	outlet	that	has	what	you	need.Or	you	can	go	to	Sears	Direct	and	see	what	parts	they	have	on	sale	including	needles	for	your	385	sewing
machine.	According	to	the	manual,	the	385	takes	a	size	11,	14,	16,	and	18	and	each	size	will	work	with	different	types	of	fabrics.Remember	the	smaller	the	size	the	smaller	the	needle	and	the	better	for	those	fabrics	that	are	stretch	or	sheer.	The	size	18	will	work	with	heavier	fabrics	as	well	as	topstitching	those	same	materials.Each	needle	comes	with	its	own	color
although	the	11	comes	in	blue	and	orange	telling	you	that	one	needle	will	work	with	stretch	materials	while	the	other	works	with	lightweight	fabrics.	The	manual	will	tell	you	the	rest	of	the	color	code	for	the	needles	that	work	in	this	machine.Kenmore	6702	NeedlesAs	we	have	said,	many	companies	are	making	universal	needles	to	fit	all	sewing	machines.	These
companies	strive	to	save	you	money	as	branded	needles	may	cost	a	bit	more.	Organ	is	one	such	company	and	they	make	a	universal	needle	that	fits	the	6702.Unfortunately,	this	needle	may	be	in	a	group	of	50	needles	and	hopefully,	all	these	needles	will	fit	that	model	of	Kenmore	sewing	machine.	Then	you	should	be	able	to	go	to	Sears	and	find	the	needles	you
need.Schmetz	is	another	company	that	will	have	needles	for	this	model	of	sewing	machine.	Keep	in	mind	that	it	is	not	about	the	brand	name.	Needles	need	to	have	the	right	shape	and	be	the	right	size	in	order	to	work.Color	coding	is	just	an	aid	to	help	you	find	the	right	needle	quickly.	Read	the	packaging	to	double-check	the	size	and	look	at	the	shape	to	make	sure.
We	have	noticed	that	on	one	color	chart	there	are	two	shades	of	blue	and	each	one	goes	to	a	different	size	and	material.Where	Can	I	Buy	Kenmore	Sewing	Machine	Needles?We	kind	of	jumped	the	gun	on	this	section	as	we	have	listed	some	outlets	already.	Amazon,	eBay,	Etsy	are	all	good	locations	to	do	your	search.	You	should	find	both	branded	and	universal	needle
companies	listed	on	their	pages.But	the	online	sources	do	not	stop	with	those	three	companies.	Sears	Direct	and	Singer	Online	have	needles	for	sale	and	those	needles	should	fit	the	Kenmore	model	you	own.Then	there	are	the	many	sewing	machine	parts	stores	that	sell	all	sorts	of	vintage	and	modern	sewing	machine	parts	and	needles.	These	companies	are	too
numerous	to	list	here	but	they	will	pop	up	when	you	conduct	a	good	search	for	sewing	machine	needles.Some	carry	different	brands	and	others	will	have	universal	needles	that	will	fit	your	sewing	machine.	Then	do	not	forget	your	local	stores.	The	mall	department	stores	and	the	local	sewing	accessory	shops	in	your	area	should	have	a	good	supply	of	sewing	machine
needles.They	do	not	take	up	a	lot	of	space	on	the	shelves.	Or	you	can	go	to	the	box	stores	that	sell	fabrics	and	sewing	supplies.	Hobby	Lobby,	Michaels,	Joanns,	and	so	on	should	also	have	a	good	supply	of	needles	to	fit	your	sewing	machine.Your	options	seem	endless	when	it	comes	to	needles	as	everyone	who	sews	needs	needles	and	it	is	a	good	business	decision	to
keep	them	in	stock.Can	You	Use	Kenmore	Needles	in	a	Singer	Sewing	Machine?Generally,	it	stands	to	reason	that	if	the	Kenmore	needle	is	the	same	size	and	shape	as	a	Singer	needle	then	yes	you	can	use	it	in	a	Singer	sewing	machine.	Sewing	machine	needles	are	interchangeable	for	the	most	part.Maybe	not	100%	interchangeable	and	some	people	have	said	they
have	had	problems	when	they	have	tried	to	fit	a	Kenmore	needle	in	a	Singer	sewing	machine.	Not	everyone	has	those	problems	though.That	means	you	should	do	this	on	a	trial	and	error	basis	and	see	for	yourself	if	your	Kenmore	needles	will	fit	on	your	Singer	sewing	machine.	We	have	written	a	very	detailed	article	on	sewing	machine	needles	and	you	can	get	all	the
information	you	need	on	ourcomplete	Guide	to	Sewing	Machine	Needles	(Types,	Colors,	Sizes).It	has	the	color-coding,	the	charts,	the	sizes	of	different	needles,	and	the	fabrics	they	work	on.	That	article	should	answer	all	of	your	questions	when	it	comes	to	needles	and	where	to	use	them.The	key	is	that	your	best	friend	may	be	the	universal	needle	as	it	will	be	made
by	a	lot	of	companies	and	the	prices	should	be	very	competitive.Some	Final	WordsTo	make	a	long	article	short,	yes	you	can	use	a	Singer	needle	in	a	Kenmore	sewing	machine.	You	just	have	to	make	sure	the	needle	is	the	right	size	and	shape.	Or	you	can	go	with	one	of	the	many	universal	needles	that	are	on	sale	everywhere.They	are	not	sewing	machine	brands	which
should	keep	the	cost	down	for	you.	Needles	are	one	of	the	most	flexible	aspects	of	sewing	and	that	flexibility	should	ease	some	stress.	There	are	several	types	of	needles	that	fit	a	Kenmore	sewing	machine.	The	most	common	type	is	the	universal	needle,	which	is	available	in	various	sizes.	The	size	of	the	needle	you	need	depends	on	the	type	of	fabric	you	are
sewing.The	answer	to	this	question	is	Kenmore	sewing	machine	needles	will	fit	in	any	Kenmore	sewing	machine.	What	needle	does	a	Kenmore	sewing	machine	take?	If	youre	looking	for	needles	that	are	compatible	with	Kenmore	sewing	machines,	your	best	bet	is	to	go	with	the	Universal,	Quilting,	Microtex,	or	Embroidery	needle	system	130/705	H.	These	needles
have	a	flat	shank	that	makes	them	ideal	for	use	with	Kenmore	machines.You	might	likeHow	to	make	a	shorts	sewing	pattern?These	needles	are	great	for	all	kinds	of	home	sewing	machines.	They	are	compatible	with	all	brands	and	fit	all	home	sewing	machines.	These	needles	are	also	great	for	quilting	and	other	sewing	projects.	How	do	I	know	what	needles	fit	my



sewing	machine	This	is	a	good	rule	of	thumb	to	keep	in	mind	when	choosing	needles	for	your	sewing	projects.	The	lighter	the	fabric,	the	smaller	the	needle	size,	and	the	heavier	the	fabric,	the	larger	the	needle	size.	Many	times,	the	thread	you	will	be	using	for	your	sewing	project	will	also	determine	the	type	of	needle	you	choose.Sewing	machines	needles	are
standardized	and	compatible	across	the	range	of	brands,	including	Janome,	Brother,	Husqvarna,	Elna,	Pfaff,	etc.	This	makes	it	easy	to	find	the	right	needle	for	your	sewing	machine,	no	matter	the	brand.	What	are	the	common	sizes	of	needles	used	for	sewing?	The	most	widely	used	needles	for	sewing	machines	are	the	50,	60,	70,	80,	90	and	100	sizes,	which	are	half	a
millimeter	to	a	millimeter	thick.	The	difficulty	arises	when	sewing	machine	manufacturers	use	designations	outside	of	the	NM	standard.	For	example,	Singer	products	are	widely	used,	but	they	choose	their	own	designations.You	might	likeHow	To	Adjust	Thread	Tension	On	A	Sewing	MachineIf	youre	working	with	heavyweight	fabrics,	youll	need	a	large	needle	size	to
accommodate	the	thicker	fabric.	The	100/16	and	120/18	needle	sizes	are	designed	for	thicker	fabrics	like	leather,	canvas,	and	upholstery.	Youll	also	need	a	heavier	thread,	such	as	upholstery	or	topstitching	thread,	to	match	the	needle	size.This	walking	foot	is	a	precision	fit	for	all	SINGER	and	KENMORE	low	shank	models.	It	is	easy	to	install	and	use,	and	helps
achieve	even	and	consistent	stitches.If	your	needle	is	breaking	frequently,	check	to	see	if	your	bobbin	case	is	properly	inserted	and	locked	into	position.	An	incorrectly	placed	bobbin	case	can	cause	the	needle	to	hit	it	and	break.	Always	make	sure	that	your	bobbin	is	properly	loaded	in	its	case	and	that	the	case	is	inserted	correctly	to	avoid	costly	and	frustrating
needle	breaks.	What	year	is	a	Sears	Kenmore	sewing	machine	The	KenmoreSears	sewing	machine	was	a	four-drawer	drop	feed	sold	by	Sears	from	1913	to	1919.	The	cost	of	such	a	machine	was	$675,	but	today	it	would	have	been	equal	to	about	$180.	They	dropped	production	(by	various	manufacturers)	after	a	couple	of	years.You	might	likeHow	To	Get	The	Sewing
Machine	In	Stardew	ValleyIf	youre	looking	for	a	quilting	machine	that	can	handle	thicker	layers	and	intersecting	seams,	then	youll	need	a	quilting	machine	with	a	sharp,	tapered	point.	Quilting	needles	with	a	90/14	quilting	machine	are	designed	specifically	for	this	purpose.	With	their	sharp	points,	they	can	easily	stitch	through	thick	layers	of	fabric	and	intersections
without	skipped	stitches.	How	do	I	tell	what	size	needle	I	have?	The	first	number	on	a	needle	label	is	its	gaugehow	thick	the	needle	is	Higher	numbers	mean	thinner	needles	The	second	number	on	the	label	is	how	long	the	needle	is.To	measure	the	diameter	of	your	needle,	simply	place	it	between	the	hash	marks	on	your	ruler.	Count	how	many	lines	it	falls	between.
Remember	that	the	metric	system	works	in	10s,	so	one	centimeter	is	equal	to	ten	millimeters.	What	are	the	3	types	of	needles	Needles	come	in	all	shapes	and	sizes,	and	each	type	has	a	specific	purpose.	Universal	needles	are	good	for	general	sewing,	while	ballpoint	needles	are	better	for	fabric	that	tends	to	fray	easily.	Quilting	needles	are	ideal	for	sewing	through
multiple	layers	of	fabric,	and	sharp	needles	are	good	for	precise	stitching.	Leather	and	denim	needles	are	designed	for	heavier	fabrics,	and	topstitching	needles	have	a	larger	eye	for	thicker	thread.	Stretch	needles	have	a	special	coating	that	helps	prevent	skipped	stitches	on	stretchy	fabrics.You	might	likeWhere	Can	I	Use	A	Sewing	Machine	For	FreePicking	the
right	needle	type	is	important	for	getting	the	best	results	when	sewing.	The	most	common	recommendation	for	general	sewing	is	to	use	an	11/75	or	14/90	universal	needle.	These	needle	sizes	are	versatile	and	can	be	used	for	a	variety	of	fabric	types.	If	you	are	sewing	with	a	particularly	thin	or	delicate	fabric,	you	may	want	to	use	a	smaller	needle	size.	Conversely,	if
you	are	sewing	with	a	thicker	fabric,	you	may	need	to	use	a	larger	needle	size.	Ultimately,	it	is	best	to	experiment	with	a	few	different	needle	sizes	to	see	what	works	best	for	the	fabric	you	are	working	with.	What	is	an	80	12	needle	used	for?	The	double	eye	needle	is	a	universal	needle	with	two	eyes	that	can	be	used	on	both	woven	and	knit	fabrics.	This	needle	is
typically	used	with	two	threads	for	topstitching,	shading,	and	texturing	effects,	as	well	as	for	embroidery.	The	double	eye	needle	can	create	some	unique	and	beautiful	effects	on	your	fabric,	so	its	definitely	worth	giving	it	a	try!If	youre	a	beginner	knitter,	its	best	to	start	with	a	medium-sized	needle.	This	means	you	should	look	for	a	width	size	of	six	(4mm),	seven
(45mm),	or	eight	(5mm).	For	length,	a	10-inch	needle	is	usually	a	good	starter	size	because	theyll	be	small	enough	to	handle	easily.	Warp	Up	The	answer	may	vary	depending	on	the	model	of	the	Kenmore	sewing	machine,	but	in	general,	most	Kenmore	sewing	machines	use	standard	sewing	machine	needles	that	can	be	purchased	at	most	craft	or	fabric	stores.You
might	likeA	line	formal	skirt	sewing	pattern?According	to	the	Kenmore	website,	their	sewing	machines	use	either	Singer	Class	15	or	15J	bobbins,	and	require	size	14	needles.	

Needles	for	a	kenmore	sewing	machine.	Kenmore	sewing	machine	needles	size	14.	Kenmore	158	needle	size.	Kenmore	sewing	machine	model	158	needle	size.	What	size	bobbin	does	my	kenmore	sewing	machine	use.
Kenmore	sewing	machine	needle	sizes.
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