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CROSS (stauros, "a cross," "the crucifixion"; skolops, "a stake," "a pole"): The name is not found in the Old Testament. It is derived from the Latin word crux. In the Greek language it is stauros, but sometimes we find the word skolops used as its Greek equivalent. The historical writers, who transferred the events of Roman history into the Greek
language, make use of these two words. No word in human language has become more universally known than this word, and that because all of the history of the world since the death of Christ has been measured by the distance which separates events from it. The symbol and principal content of the Christian religion and of Christian civilization is
found in this one word. 1. Forms of the Cross: The cross occurs in at least four different forms: (1) the form usually seen in pictures, the crux immissa, in which the upright beam projected above the shorter crosspiece; this is most likely the type of cross on which the Saviour died, as may be inferred from the inscription which was nailed above His
head; (2) the crux commissa, or Anthony's cross, which has the shape of the letter T; (3) the Greek cross of later date, in which the pieces are equally long; (4) the crux decussata, or Andrew's cross, which has the shape of the letter X. 2. Discovery of the True Cross: The early church historians Socrates (1, 17), Sozomen (2, 1), Rufinus (1, 7) and
Theodoret (1, 18) all make mention of this tradition. The most significant thing is that Eusebius (Vit. Const., iii.26-28), who carries more weight than they all together, wholly omits it. According to it, Helena, the mother of Constantine the Great, in 325 AD, when she was 79 years old, discovered the true cross of Jesus by an excavation she caused to be
made on the traditional spot of His grave. With the cross of the Saviour were found the two crosses of the malefactors who were crucified with Him. A miracle of healing, wrought by touching the true cross, revealed its identity. Whenfound it was intact, even the holy nails of the crucifixion being discovered. The main part of the cross was deposited by
Helena in a church erected over the spot. Of the remainder, a portion was inserted into the head of the statue of Constantine, and the balance was placed in a new church, specially erected for it at Rome and named after it Santa Croce. Small fragments of the wood of the true cross were sold, encrusted with gold and jewels, and since many among the
wealthy believers were desirous of possessing such priceless relics, the miracle of the "multiplication of the cross" was devised, so that the relic suffered no diminution "et quasi intacta maneret" (Paulinus epistle 11 ad Sev). Fragments of the true cross are thus to be found in many Roman Catholic churches of many countries, all over Christendom. It
is said that the East celebrated the staurosimos hemera (Crucifixion Day) on September 14, since the 4th century. The evidence for this fact is late and untrustworthy. It is certain that the West celebrated the Invention of the Cross, on May 3, since the time of Gregory the Great in the 6th century. The finding and publication of the apocryphal
"Doctrina Addaei" has made it evident that the entire legend of the discovery of the cross by Helena is but a version of the old Edessa legend, which tells of an identical discovery of the cross, under the very same circumstances, by the wife of the emperor Claudius, who had been converted to Christianity by the preaching of Peter. 3. Symbolical Uses
of the Cross: (1) Extra-Scriptural. The sign of the cross was well known in the symbolics of various ancient nations. Among the Egyptians it is said to have been the symbol of divinity and eternal life, and to have been found in the temple of Serapis. It is known either in the form of the Greek cross or in the form of the letter "T". The Spaniards found it
to be well known, as a symbol, by the Mexicans and Peruvians, perhaps signifying the four elements, or the four seasons, or the four points of the compass. (2) Scriptural. The suffering implied in crucifixion naturally made the cross a symbol of pain, distress and burden-bearing. Thus Jesus used it Himself (Matthew 10:38; 16:24). In Paulinic literature
the cross stands for the preaching of the doctrine of the Atonement (1Corinthians 1:18; Galatians 6:14; Philippians 3:18; Colossians 1:20). It expresses the bond of unity between the Jew and the Gentile (Ephesians 2:16), and between the believer and Christ, and also symbolizes sanctification (Galatians 5:24). The cross is the center and circumference
of the preaching of the apostles and of the life of the New Testament church. 4. Crucifixion: As an instrument of death the cross was detested by the Jews. "Cursed is everyone that hangeth on a tree" (Galatians 3:13; compare Deuteronomy 21:23), hence, it became a stumbling-block to them, for how could one accursed of God be their Messiah? Nor
was the cross differently considered by the Romans. "Let the very name of the cross be far away not only from the body of a Roman citizen, but even from his thoughts, his eyes, his ears" (Cicero Pro Rabirio 5). The earliest mode of crucifixion seems to have been by impalation, the transfixion of the body lengthwise and crosswise by sharpened stakes,
a mode of death-punishment still well known among the Mongol race. The usual mode of crucifixion was familiar to the Greeks, the Romans, the Egyptians, Persians and Babylonians (Thuc. 1, 110; Herod. iii.125, 159). Alexander the Great executed two thousand Tyrian captives in this way, after the fall of the city. The Jews received this form of
punishment from the Syrians and Romans (Ant., XII, v, 4; XX, vi, 2; B], I, iv, 6). The Roman citizen was exempt from this form of death, it being considered the death of a slave (Cicero In Verrem i. 5, 66; Quint. viii.4). The punishment was meted out for such crimes as treason, desertion in the face of the enemy, robbery, piracy, assassination, sedition,
etc. It continued in vogue in the Roman empire till the day of Constantine, when it was abolished as an insult to Christianity. Among the Romans crucifixion was preceded by scourging, undoubtedly to hasten impending death. The victim then bore his own cross, or at least the upright beam, to the place of execution. This in itself proves that the
structure was less ponderous than is commonly supposed. When he was tied to the cross nothing further was done and he was left to die from starvation. If he was nailed to the cross, at least in Judea, a stupefying drink was given him to deaden the agony. The number of nails used seems to have been indeterminate. A tablet, on which the feet rested
or on which the body was partly supported, seems to have been a part of the cross to keep the wounds from tearing through the transfixed members (Iren., Adv. haer., ii.42). The suffering of death by crucifixion was intense, especially in hot climates. Severe local inflammation, coupled with an insignificant bleeding of the jagged wounds, produced
traumatic fever, which was aggravated the exposure to the heat of the sun, the strained of the body and insufferable thirst. The swelled about the rough nails and the torn lacerated tendons and nerves caused excruciating agony. The arteries of the head and stomach were surcharged with blood and a terrific throbbing headache ensued. The mind was
confused and filled with anxiety and dread foreboding. The victim of crucifixion literally died a thousand deaths. Tetanus not rarely supervened and the rigors of the attending convulsions would tear at the wounds and add to the burden of pain, till at last the bodily forces were exhausted and the victim sank to unconsciousness and death. The
sufferings were so frightful that "even among the raging passions of war pity was sometimes excited" (B], V, xi, 1). The length of this agony was wholly determined by the constitution of the victim, but death rarely ensued before thirty-six hours had elapsed. Instances are on record of victims of the cross who survived their terrible injuries when taken
down from the cross after many hours of suspension (Josephus, Vita, 75). Death was sometimes hastened by breaking the legs of the victims and by a hard blow delivered under the armpit before crucifixion. Crura fracta was a well-known Roman term (Cicero Phil. xiii.12). The sudden death of Christ evidently was a matter of astonishment (Mark
15:44). The peculiar symptoms mentioned by John (19:34) would seem to point to a rupture of the heart, of which the Saviour died, independent of the cross itself, or perhaps hastened by its agony. See BLOOD AND WATER. Henry E. Dosker The cross is a powerful symbol in Christianity, representing both suffering and hope. It reminds us of Jesus
Christs sacrifice for our sins. The Bible speaks a lot about the cross, explaining why it matters so much to believers. Understanding its meaning can help us grow in faith and deepen our relationship with God.Today, we will look at what the Bible says about the cross and what it represents. From the story of Jesus crucifixion to the promise of eternal
life, the cross is at the heart of the Christian message. Lets take a closer look at its importance in our faith.What Does The Bible Say About The CrossSignificance of the Cross in RedemptionWhen we talk about the cross, we are really looking at a pivotal point in our faith. The cross represents the great exchange that took place; Jesus took on our sins,
offering us redemption. This act of love is the cornerstone of the Christian message. Without the cross, our journey would lack the hope and salvation we have through Christ. We are reminded that each of us has been given new life through His sacrifice. Embracing this truth fully can lead us to a deeper understanding of Gods everlasting love.1 Peter
2:24He himself bore our sins in his body on the cross, so that we might die to sins and live for righteousness; by his wounds you have been healed. 1 Peter 2:24This verse highlights the profound act of Jesus taking our sins upon Himself. It emphasizes not only the suffering He endured but also the purpose of His sacrifice to enable us to live
righteously. The healing from our past becomes possible through His wounds.Galatians 6:14May I never boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, through which the world has been crucified to me, and I to the world. Galatians 6:14This scripture reflects how our identity in Christ should be framed by the cross. It is a source of pride, not in
our achievements, but in what Jesus accomplished for us. We learn to view the world differently, from the perspective of His sacrifice. Romans 5:8But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us. Romans 5:8This verse reminds us about the unconditional love of God. While we were distant from Him, His
willingness to die for us showcases the depth of His love. Understanding this can transform our view of ourselves and lead us to embrace our identity as cherished children of God.John 3:16For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. John 3:16Here we find the core of
the Christian faith; Gods love is profound and unconditional. The cross is not just a symbol of sacrifice; it is a gateway to eternal life for every believer. Our faith hinges on this truth, providing both hope and purpose.Colossians 2:14Having canceled the charge of our legal indebtedness, which stood against us and condemned us; he has taken it away,
nailing it to the cross. Colossians 2:14This verse assures us that our debts have been cleared through Christs sacrifice. The cross signifies the removal of our guilt and shame. It represents a fresh start, allowing us to fully experience the grace of God.Taking Up Our Cross DailyUnderstanding the cross also comes with a call to action. When we
embrace the idea of taking up our cross, we accept the challenge of following Jesus in our lives. This means making sacrifices, letting go of our own ambitions, and living a life modeled after Christ. We learn that being a Christian is more than just faith; it involves a practical application in our daily lives. Carrying our cross means we stand firm in our
convictions and strive to emulate Jesuss love and compassion.Matthew 16:24Then Jesus said to his disciples, Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me.' Matthew 16:241In this verse, Jesus calls us to self-denial and the willingness to embrace our hardships for His sake. Taking up our cross signifies
our commitment to follow Him despite lifes challenges.Luke 9:23Then he said to them all: Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves and take up their cross daily and follow me.' Luke 9:23This scripture emphasizes the daily commitment we make. Every day presents an opportunity to choose Christ over our own desires. The act of taking
up our cross daily shapes our character and strengthens our faith.Mark 8:34Then he called the crowd to him along with his disciples and said: Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me.' Mark 8:34In this passage, Jesus broadens His call to everyone wanting to follow Him. Its not just an invitation but
an expectation. Discipleship involves living in a manner that aligns who we are with what we believe.Galatians 2:20I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I now live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me. Galatians 2:20We find a profound truth in this verse
about identity. We are called to live not for ourselves but through Christ who strengthens us. The cross signifies a transformation that results in a vibrant faith.Romans 12:1Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of Gods mercy, to offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God this is your true and proper worship. Romans
12:1This verse challenges us to see our lives as an offering to God. Our choices matter, and offering oneself as a living sacrifice is a powerful response to the call of the cross. This sets the tone for a life dedicated to Christ.Hope Through the CrossThe cross also serves as a beacon of hope for us. It conveys the message that, even through suffering and
sacrifice, there is redemption and victory. We connect the sorrow of the crucifixion with the joy of the resurrection, which utterly transforms our view of life and death. The cross reassures us that our struggles have a purpose and that God promises renewal. Embracing this hope can empower us to rise above our circumstances.1 Corinthians 1:18For
the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. 1 Corinthians 1:18This verse illustrates the duality of perception regarding the cross. To believers, it represents divine power, while to others, it may seem nonsensical. Our faith in the cross brings us hope and strength.Philippians
3:10I want to know Christ yes, to know the power of his resurrection and participation in his sufferings, becoming like him in his death. Philippians 3:10Here, we see the desire to deeply connect with Christ. Understanding the power through His cross allows us to share in His sufferings and further enrich our faith. Hope flourishes in this
relationship.Hebrews 12:2Fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith. For the joy set before him, he endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. Hebrews 12:2This encouragement motivates us to remain focused on Jesus. His willingness to endure the cross brings joy in knowing the glory
that awaited Him. We too, can face difficulties with the hope of what lies ahead.2 Corinthians 5:21God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God. 2 Corinthians 5:210ur exchange is beautifully captured here; He took our place, allowing us to be righteous before God. This hope is
transformational, bringing us peace and assurance that everything has been made new.Revelation 21:4He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away. Revelation 21:4This prophetic verse heralds a future where pain ceases to exist. The hope established
by the cross tells us that one day all suffering will be eradicated, allowing us to live in joy and peace forever.The Cross and SacrificeWe realize that the cross symbolizes not just suffering, but a divine sacrifice. Jesus willingly laid down His life, and this profound act becomes the foundation of our faith. Understanding this sacrifice challenges us to
consider what we are willing to give up in our own lives. The call to sacrifice is intricately tied to faith; it encourages us to love, serve, and give generously. Reflecting on our own sacrifices in the light of the cross can inspire us to live for something greater than ourselves.Luke 14:27And whoever does not carry their cross and follow me cannot be my
disciple. Luke 14:27In this verse, Jesus sets the standard for what it means to be His disciple. Carrying our cross signifies taking on the challenges and sacrifices essential to our faith journey. It encourages us to reflect on our commitment.Matthew 10:38Whoever does not take up their cross and follow me is not worthy of me. Matthew 10:38This
scripture further clarifies the expectation of discipleship. To truly follow Jesus, we must make sacrifices. Worthiness is echoed in our dedication to carrying our cross in our daily lives.John 15:13Greater love has no one than this: to lay down ones life for ones friends. John 15:13The essence of sacrifice is captured beautifully here. The greatest display
of love is to put others before ourselves. This spirit of selflessness echoes the love demonstrated on the cross.Romans 8:32He who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all how will he not also, along with him, graciously give us all things? Romans 8:32Here we see Gods willingness to sacrifice His Son for our benefit. This act challenges us
to trust in His provisions and love fully. It calls us to consider how we can also share our blessings with others.Ephesians 5:2And walk in the way of love, just as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us as a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God. Ephesians 5:2In light of Christs sacrifice, we are challenged to model our lives after His love. Walking in
love means actively pursuing ways to serve and uplift others, fulfilling our call to live sacrificially.Grace Through the CrossThe cross represents the ultimate gift of graceunearned and freely given. It assures us that we do not need to strive for Gods love; through Jesus sacrifice, grace is offered abundantly. We see how no matter our past, we are
welcomed into a relationship with God. With this understanding, we are inspired to extend that same grace to others. Learning to give grace can transform lives, including our own, leading to deeper relationships and a more fulfilling faith.Ephesians 2:8-9For it is by grace you have been saved, through faithand this is not from yourselves, it is the gift
of Godnot by works, so that no one can boast. Ephesians 2:8-9In these verses, we acknowledge that our salvation is purely by grace. This wonderful gift fosters gratitude in our hearts, reminding us that we cannot earn our way into Gods favor. It is freely given.Titus 2:11For the grace of God has appeared that offers salvation to all people. Titus
2:11Here we see that grace is for everyone, without exception. It encourages us to reach out and share the hope of the cross with others, emphasizing that no one is beyond redemption.Romans 6:14For sin shall no longer be your master, because you are not under the law, but under grace. Romans 6:14This assertion shows how grace frees us from
the chains of sin. The cross liberates us, allowing us to live victoriously rather than being enslaved to our past mistakes.Hebrews 4:16Let us then approach Gods throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need. Hebrews 4:16This verse invites us to approach God boldly. The grace given
through the cross allows us to seek help and find comfort freely, reminding us that we are never alone in our struggles.2 Timothy 1:9He has saved us and called us to a holy life, not because of anything we have done but because of his own purpose and grace. 2 Timothy 1:90ur calling stems from Gods grace rather than our merits. This motivates us to
actively embrace our purpose while remembering that we are sustained by His infinite love.Embracing the Cross in TrialsThe trials and tribulations we face can be incredibly challenging, but with the cross as our symbol of hope, we find support and strength. Jesus endured great suffering, and through the cross, we see how pain can lead to growth
and deeper faith. Embracing our own crosses provides an opportunity for transformation in our lives and the lives of those around us. We learn that God uses our struggles as part of His divine plan.James 1:2-3Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters, whenever you face trials of many kinds, because you know that the testing of your faith produces
perseverance. James 1:2-3This verse encourages us to see trials differently. Through faith, we recognize that hardships can develop our strength and character. The cross is a reminder of how perseverance leads to spiritual maturity.1 Peter 5:10And the God of all grace, who called you to his eternal glory in Christ, after you have suffered a little while,
will himself restore you and make you strong, firm and steadfast. 1 Peter 5:10Here we find hope during challenging times. God promises restoration after our struggles, just like His resurrection followed the cross. Our faithfulness in trials will bring forth strength and stability.2 Corinthians 12:9But he said to me, My grace is sufficient for you, for my
power is made perfect in weakness. Therefore I will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christs power may rest on me. 2 Corinthians 12:9This verse reassures us that even in our weaknesses, Gods grace prevails. We find strength through our limitations as we rely more on Him, shining even brighter as we carry our
crosses.Romans 5:3-4Not only so, but we also glory in our sufferings, because we know that suffering produces perseverance; perseverance, character; and character, hope. Romans 5:3-4Understanding that suffering leads to valuable growth encourages us to embrace our crosses. Each challenge shapes us, developing character and ushering in hope,
reinforcing the significance of our faith journey.Philippians 4:13I can do all this through him who gives me strength. Philippians 4:13Through Christ, we are empowered to overcome adversity. The strength we find in Him allows us to persevere, carrying our crosses with renewed hope and empowerment.Final ThoughtsAs we reflect on what the Bible
teaches us about the cross, it becomes clear that it is the foundation of our faith. It speaks of redemption, sacrifice, and the hope we have in Christ. The call to take up our own crosses challenges us to live our lives with purpose and devotion, rooted in the love demonstrated through His sacrifice.We are encouraged to share the message of grace and
hope found in the cross with others in our lives. Through our struggles and trials, we can find strength knowing that our God is with us every step of the way. Let us embrace the cross and its implications fully, allowing it to shape our lives and our relationships.We invite you to further explore topics like Bible verses about the Lords Supper and Bible
verses about sinners. There is so much more to learn and discover in our walk of faith. Before Jesus crucifixion, the crosswas a shameful way of execution. After His death and resurrection, it became something that His executioners would never have expected.What Was the Cross First Used For?Before a crucifixion, executioners stripped and flogged
the accused. Then, the accused were lashed and nailed to a cross. This form of punishment was used primarily by the Roman Empireto punish criminals who had committed serious crimes (usually rebelling against the authorities). Jesus was crucified next to two thieves (Mark 15:27).Historians say the cross was officially invented by the ancient
Assyrians (who later were one of the empires that took Israelites into exile). There is a reference in the Old Testament to an execution method that came before the crucifixion, but it has some of its effects. Deuteronomy 21:21-23 states, If a man has committed a sin worthy of death, he should be put to death. Specifically, the man should be hung on a
tree. Scripture also reveals that the body should not remain there all night but be buried the same day. Even though burying the body the same day is less shameful, hanging someone from a tree makes them a spectacle as they die similarly to killing them on a cross.Before this time, cross-like symbols were used in Egyptian religions. The Ankh, as a
symbol of life, appeared with pictures of their goddess Sekhet. Another cross symbol was the swastika, later widely used in religions like Hinduism and Buddhism, centuries before the Nazi party appropriated a version of it. What Did the Cross Mean for People in Jesus Time?As previously mentioned, the Roman Empire used the cross as a public form
of capital punishment. Serious criminals and dissenters became a public spectacle as they died on crosses. The cross was a show of authority and a reminder of what would happen if people did not stay in their place. Dying on the cross was a very shameful way of punishment. People really despised this form of punishment. Not only would you be put
to death, but you would be made a public spectacle for all to see.After Jesuss death, Christians were suspicious of displaying the cross, afraid of being mocked. When Roman Emperor Constantine I converted to Christianity, he stopped crucifixion as a death penalty. Britannica states that Constantine also promoted using the cross and chi-rho
monogram to symbolize Christ.Many Christian churches were built during the fourth and fifth centuries. The buildings were decorated with mosaics of biblical figures, including Jesus and the apostles. After the sixth century and during the Middle Ages, crucifixion depictions became more common. Sometimes, Christ appeared alone. Other times, he
would be shown with the two thieves crucified with him.The meaning of the cross continued to evolve. After the Protestant Reformation, Lutherans kept ornamental and ceremonial depictions of the cross. Reformed churches resisted using the cross until the 20th century. The Anglican church saw a surge in the use of the cross around the mid-
nineteenth century. The Church of England uses the cross in the rite of baptism. Protestant churches also display the cross in churches and homes. Many Protestant churches that dont use a high church liturgy or decorations prefer crosses that do not depict the Lords body on it. How Did Jesus Change the Meaning of the Cross?When Jesus died on the
cross, it became a symbol of His crucifixion. His crucifixion was for the redemption of the sins of man. The cross has become a symbol of salvation and the shedding of Jesus blood at the cross. Pastor Charles Stanley has great insight into how the cross symbolizes important themes in the Bibles larger story:The theme of Gods redemptive plan runs
through the Bible from Genesis to Revelation. At its heart is Calvary, the place where Jesus died so we could be forgiven. As we read the Scriptures, we see that the cross symbolizes...Salvation: Jesus bore our sins upon the cross and died in our place so we could be reconciled to God and receive eternal life.Sacrifice: Christ, who was in very nature
God (Philippians 2:6 NIV), chose to leave the perfection of heaven and live among sinful people. Laying aside His divine authority, He was born a helpless baby, completely dependent upon others. His first 30 years were spent in obscurity, without recognition of His Messiahship. During His public ministry, He faithfully carried out Gods plan all the
way to His death on the cross. Jesus days on earth are an example to us of sacrificial life (Romans 12:1-2).Service: Jesus said He did not come to be served, but to serve and to give His life a ransom for many (Mark 10:45). Christs supreme act of service was dying on the cross so we might have eternal life. Our Savior calls us to deny ourselves and
follow Him through sacrificial service to others (Luke 9:23). As we embrace a lifestyle of humility and servanthood, we will bring glory to our heavenly Father.In our culture, success is based on achievement. We admire those who perform well in athletics, business, and the arts. However, greatness in Gods kingdom is found in a life of obedience. Are
you following His plan and helping others as Jesus did? Have you shared with them the good news of Christ?Taken from The Meaning of the Cross by In Touch Ministries (used by permission).From Pastor Stanleys article, we see the cross symbolizes sacrifice, service, and salvation. Stanley reminds us, drawing from the tenth chapter of Mark, that
Jesus did not come to be ministered to but to minister to people. Even if you never receive an official calling, you can minister to others and serve others.This does not give people the right to walk all over you; untrustworthy people will take that opportunity. You can be a volunteer when time permits because charity begins at home. There is a time
and a season for everything. Discern when your time is, when your season is, and what your capacity to serve is, but obey when God calls you.A Prayer for Reflecting on the Cross's MeaningHeavenly Father, we come to you to thank you for the blood that was shed at Calvary. We realize you sent your Son, Jesus, who paid an awesome price for our
salvation on the cross. He became the curse and bore the sins because cursed was everyone that hung on a tree (Galatians 3:13). We dont take for granted the price that was paid at Calvary to put the works of the devil under our feet and to have the opportunity to enter into heaven by accepting your Son.We pray that sinners will get a revelation of
all that you allowed Jesus to go through so that He could become the sacrificial Lamb for us. You simplified our lives after the fall of man, and we are eternally grateful. We thank you that Jesus arose three days later and went back to heaven and that you sent the Comforter, the Holy Ghost, who makes petitions for us daily.Now, we have been given
power over sin and the works of the enemy. Keep us close to you as we daily ask for your guidance. In Jesus name, Amen.Further Reading:How Old Was Jesus When He Died, and How Do We Know?Where Is Jesus Buried According to the Bible?Did Jesus Really Sweat Blood in the Garden of Gethsemane?50 Easter Blessings, Prayers, and Quotes to
Celebrate Christs VictoryPhoto Credit: Gettylmages/BulentBARISDr. Sandra Hamer Smith is a Christian and wife to Sylvester Smith. She has one stepson, Greg. Smith lives and resides in Memphis, Tennessee. The University of Memphis alumnae has been in education for about 20 years after receiving the call to teach. Dr. Smith primarily teaches
language arts. Prior to education, she worked in local and national television news for 13 years including positions as an overnight news anchor, reporter, and assignments editor at two local network affiliate stations. Smith was also a freelance correspondent for BET news. Dr. Smith has freelanced for the Tri-State Defendernewspaper and
Contempora magazine. She is the author of the self-published novel GLORYTHE HAIR. Smith is also a playwrightand poet. The Tennessee native is a member of Temple of Deliverance COGIC, Delta Sigma Theta Sorority Inc, Omicron Delta Kappa, The Golden Key International Honour Society, and Kappa Delta Pi.Learn more about the meaning and
significance behind the Easter holiday and Holy Week celebrations:What is Lent? and When Does Lent Start?What is Ash Wednesday? and When is Ash Wednesday?What is Palm Sunday?What is Maundy Thursday?What is Good Friday? and When is Good Friday?What is Holy Saturday?What is Easter? and When is Easter Sunday?Easter Bible
VersesThe Resurrection of JesusEaster Prayers The cross is the most distinctive symbol of Christianity. It represents the great love God showed by sending His Son, Jesus, to the world, so that through His death, we may have eternal life. On the cross, Jesus bore the punishment that each of us deserved for our sins and He did it out of love. Through
Jesus' death on the cross, God gave us the opportunity to access eternal life with Him.And by that will, we have been made holy through the sacrifice of the body of Jesus Christ once for all. - Hebrews 10:10What Does the Cross Represent?It is believed that it wasn't until the 4th century that the cross began to be used as a symbol of Christianity. In the
culture of the early Christians, the cross had a negative connotation, as it was the symbol of the execution of the worst criminals. Christians used other symbols, such as the image of a fish, to recognize and identify each other.Today, there are people who like to wear a cross as a pendant for protection or as an amulet. However, the cross is just a
symbol of something powerful that happened upon it. The cross itself has no power. Its power and significance come from Jesus, God incarnate, His death on the cross, and His resurrection.Lets look at some of the things the cross represents. Let us be encouraged and give thanks to God for His immense love in giving His life on the cross, for you and
for me.1. The Immense Love of God for Us6 You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly. 7 Very rarely will anyone die for a righteous person, though for a good person someone might possibly dare to die. 8 But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us. -
Romans 5:6-8When man sinned in the Garden of Eden, a barrier was created between him and God. The friendship and fellowship they had enjoyed before sin entered the world were lost. But God's love for humanity was so great that He could not let it remain that way forever.God decided to provide the way Himself to restore that friendship. Thanks
to Jesus, we can be saved and dwell eternally with Him. Because of sin, humanity would never have been able to repair the damage done. The only completely pure and acceptable sacrifice before God was the one He Himself provided: Jesus Christ, God made man, who died and rose again so that we may have eternal life.2. The Punishment We
Deserved23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24 and all are justified freely by his grace through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus. 25 God presented Christ as a sacrifice of atonement,through the shedding of his blood - to be received by faith. He did this to demonstrate his righteousness - Romans 3:23-25aWe are all born
with a sinful nature, and even though we may believe we are good enough, we must acknowledge our natural tendency to sin. A small lie here, a burst of anger there... we deserve punishment for our sins, as justice demands: when someone wrongs, they must face the consequences.However, God decided to show grace to us and gave us something we
didnt deserve. And what did He do? He justified our sins (He made us innocent) through the redemption by the blood of Jesus. Someone had to pay the price for the sins committed. Someone had to take the punishment so that we could be freed from the slavery of sin. Jesus paid the price and took the punishment for us when He died on the cross.3.
The Sign of the New Covenant19 And he took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to them, saying, This is my body given for you; do this in remembrance of me. 20 In the same way, after the supper he took the cup, saying, This cup is the new covenant in my blood, which is poured out for you. - Luke 22:19-20During His last supper with His
disciples, Jesus said something very important. He explained that His sacrifice on the cross would mark the beginning of the new covenant between God and mankind. He used the bread and wine as symbols to help them understand.The blood Jesus poured out on the cross at Calvary established a new beginning - a new covenant between God and
humanity. Through His broken body and His shed blood, we are cleansed from our sins. He was the perfect, spotless Lamb who came to take away the sin of the world (John 1:29; Isaiah 53:7). When we accept Jesus as our Lord and Savior, we are granted the cleansing and forgiveness of our sins. All by grace...4. Jesus Victory Over Sin and Death9 For
we know that since Christ was raised from the dead, he cannot die again; death no longer has mastery over him. 10 The death he died, he died to sin once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God. 11 In the same way, count yourselves dead to sin but alive to God in Christ Jesus. - Romans 6:9-11Christ died for all of humanity and then rose from the
dead. He defeated death and lives forever! When we receive Him as the Lord of our lives, that victory becomes our inheritance. Even though our physical bodies may die, we will have eternal life with Him, living for God throughout eternity.But Jesus didnt just secure victory over death for us. Thanks to His sacrifice, we also receive the power to
overcome sin. We are no longer slaves to sin. It is one of the freedoms we have in Him. God fills us with His Holy Spirit and gives us the strength to overcome the temptations that come our way each day. Christ lives in us, and by putting our faith in Him and allowing ourselves to be led by Him, we experience victory over the power of sin. We live for
His glory!5. Jesus Defeated the Devil and the Power of Darkness14 Since the children have flesh and blood, he too shared in their humanity so that by his death he might break the power of him who holds the power of death - that is, the devil - 15 and free those who all their lives were held in slavery by their fear of death. - Hebrews 2:14-15When
Jesus died on the cross, He showed once and for all that God reigns over everything, including the devil and spiritual darkness. Nothing and no one has more power than God. At the moment Jesus died, the earth shook, the temple veil was torn, rocks split, and tombs opened (Matthew 27:50-54). Nothing was indifferent! At that precise moment, a new
beginning was marked in the spiritual realm. It was the moment when Jesus won our access to eternal life and defeated the enemy of our souls.Other verses to meditate on the power of Jesus and the cross:Hebrews 10:19-2019 Therefore, brothers and sisters, since we have confidence to enter the Most Holy Place by the blood of Jesus, 20 by a new
and living way opened for us through the curtain, that is, his body, - Hebrews 10:19-20Galatians 3:13-1413 Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us, for it is written: Cursed is everyone who is hung on a pole. 14 He redeemed us in order that the blessing given to Abraham might come to the Gentiles through Christ
Jesus, so that by faith we might receive the promise of the Spirit. - Galatians 3:13-14Romans 6:6-76 For we know that our old self was crucified with him so that the body ruled by sin might be done away with,[a] that we should no longer be slaves to sin - 7 because anyone who has died has been set free from sin. - Romans 6:6-7Colossians 2:13-1513
When you were dead in your sins and in the uncircumcision of your flesh, God made you alive with Christ. He forgave us all our sins, 14 having canceled the charge of our legal indebtedness, which stood against us and condemned us; he has taken it away, nailing it to the cross. 15 And having disarmed the powers and authorities, he made a public
spectacle of them, triumphing over them by the cross. - Colossians 2:13-151 Peter 2:24He himself bore our sins in his body on the cross, so that we might die to sins and live for righteousness; by his wounds you have been healed. - 1 Peter 2:24Matthew 16:24Then Jesus said to his disciples, Whoever wants to be My disciple must deny themselves and
take up their cross and follow Me." - Matthew 16:241 John 1:7But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all sin. - 1 John 1:7Philippians 2:5-95 In your relationships with one another, have the same mindset as Christ Jesus: 6 Who, being in very nature God, did
not consider equality with God something to be used to his own advantage; 7 rather, he made himself nothing by taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness. 8 And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to death - even death on a cross! 9 Therefore God exalted him to the highest place
and gave him the name that is above every name. - Philippians 2:5-9Revelation 5:9-109 And they sang a new song, saying: You are worthy to take the scroll and to open its seals, because you were slain, and with your blood you purchased for God persons from every tribe and language and people and nation. 10 You have made them to be a kingdom
and priests to serve our God,and they will reign on the earth. - Revelation 5:9-101 Corinthians 15:55-5755 Where, O death, is your victory? Where, O death, is your sting?56 The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. 57 But thanks be to God! He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. - 1 Corinthians 15:55-57You could also
read: The Cross is a great contradiction. A simple upright post with a transverse bar used crucifixion. It's a symbol of death, but so much more. Death and life, hate and love, violence and peace, accusation and forgiveness, sin and purity, brokenness and wholeness, all is lost yet everything is gained, destruction and restoration, defeat and victory.
Once the cruelest form of execution, yet now it is a symbol of abundant life.The Cross means many things to many people. Some have it displayed on their mantel, others wear it around their neck. What is the Cross?1. The Cross means love.Christ died for sinners. He died for people who had lost their way. He did not die because it was forced upon
him. It was a choice. A choice made in love.But God showed his great love for us by sending Christ to die for us while we were still sinners (Romans 5:8).Jesus still loves sinners. He came and gave his life for them. The message of the Cross remains a gift of love to those undeserving. Above all, the Cross is a symbol of love.2. The Cross is personal.In
most religions, people strive to reach deity. Christianity is the only faith where God has reached down to us. Our response to such a God is to know him personally. Jesus died so that he could know you. It was personal.l want to know Christ... I want to suffer with him, sharing in his death (Philippians 3:10).3. The Cross is willful humility.Christs death
was an act of his will. In Philippians 2:7-8, Paul states that Jesus humbled himself in obedience and died a criminal death on the Cross. Sometimes we mistakenly think that he made that decision as God. Jesus came to the conclusion to die for humanity as a human. He willed his flesh, mind, and emotions to die on the Cross.And by that will (that is the
will of Jesus as a human being, not the will of God), we have been made holy through the sacrifice of the body of Jesus Christ once for all (Hebrews 10:10).Christ hung on the cross on purpose. He could choose to live as he pleased, but he chose to give his life for our sake. Galatians 2:20 says that we have been crucified with Christ past tense. As
Christians, we are to be dead to our will, as Christ was. Our lifes prayer should be, Not my will, Yours be done. And just like Jesus, it is our responsibility to act on our prayer. Being in the will of God is not a passive thing. It is an act of the will.4. The Cross is prophetic.There are many prophecies of the Cross in the Bible from Genesis to Revelation.
From the beginning of time, God has been planning to rescue humanity from the clutches of evil by horrific death on a cross.Yet it was our weaknesses he carried; it was our sorrows that weighed him down. And we thought his troubles were a punishment from God, a punishment for his own sins! But he was pierced for our rebellion, crushed for our
sins. He was beaten so we could be whole. He was whipped so we could be healed (Isaiah 53:4-5).He was disfigured, tormented, completely abused. But not only was his punishment prophesied, so was our atonement. Pierced for sin. Beaten for wholeness. Whipped for healing. A divine exchange. Blessings for curses, completeness for brokenness,
unrighteousness for holiness. The redemption was prophesied.5. The Cross is final."Now I saw in my dream, that the highway up which Christian was to go, was fenced on either side with a wall, and that wall was called Salvation. Up this way, therefore did burdened Christian run, but with great difficulty, because of the load on his back.He ran thus
till he came at a pace somewhat ascending; and upon that place stood a cross, and a little below, in the bottom, a sepulchre. So I saw in my dream that just as Christian came up with the cross, his burden loosed from off his shoulders, and fell from off his back, and began to tumble, and so continued to do till it came to the mouth of the sepulchre,
where it fell in, and I saw it no more."-Pilgrim's ProgressSo many gaze at the Cross and yet hold on to past hurt, pain, and problems. They dont belong on your back any longer Jesus has taken them on his. The debt is paid. Look to the Cross and receive your salvation.And they sang a new song with these words:You are worthy to take the scrolland
break its seals and open it.For you were killed, and your blood has ransomed people for Godfrom every tribe and language and people and nation.And you have caused them to become Gods kingdom and his priests.And they will reign on the earth.(Revelation 5:9-10, NLT)Redeemer, Lamb of God, he is worthy. Thank you for the Cross, Lord.Sarah
Coleman is an Australian author and communicator. Her books includeSingle Christian FemaleandMake Yourself Amazing.She is passionate about the Kingdom of God. She also loves being a wife and mother to two boys. To read more of Sarah's thoughts go to sarahcoleman.com.au.How Does the Cross Show Love?Isaiah 49:16 says [God] loves you so
much that He engraved your name on the palm of His hand. Matthew 10:30 says He loves you so much that He knows how many hairs are on your head. Psalms 56:8 says He loves you so much that He saves your tears in a bottle. Jeremiah 31:3 says He loves you with an everlasting love.God's love is very personal toward you. It doesn't matter where
you've been, it doesn't matter what you've done, it doesn't matter what you've experienced - God loves you. It doesn't matter what you have thought about yourself or what other people may have said about you - God loves you. This is what God says about you! You are honored, you are precious in His eyes (Isaiah 43:4). Isn't that an amazing thing?
Most often when the Bible attempts to express God's love, it makes a beeline for the cross of Jesus Christ. The cross is God's statement of just how much He loves you. When you think of the immensity of God's love, the first thing the Bible often asks us to do is to consider the price that was paid.This is love: not that we loved God, but that He loved us
and sent His Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins. (1 John 4:10)What makes this love so amazing is that it is highlighted against the backdrop of a debt that each one of us owes. At the core of God's being is His holiness. In order for us to have any kind of relationship with Him, we have to find a way for our sins to be forgiven. Problem is, there's
nothing we can do to accomplish that - it's too big of a debt. We can't buy God's favor, we can't work for it, we can't ever be good enough to earn it. God's holiness demanded that sin be paid for, and then God's love found a way. I proclaim this great love to you today. God loves you with an everlasting love that words fail to describe.Excerpted from
"Jesus Loves Me . . . This I Know" by Walk in the Word Ministries (used by permission).Photo Credit: Unsplash/Alicia QuanThis article is part of our larger Holy Week and Easter resource library centered around the events leading up to the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. We hope these articles help you understand the meaning and story
behind important Christian holidays and dates and encourage you as you take time to reflect on all that God has done for us through his son Jesus Christ!What is Lent? It's Meaning and Why We CelebrateWhen is Lent? When Does Lent Start and End?What is the Meaning Ash Wednesday?What is Holy Week?What Is the Meaning of Palm Sunday?What
is the Meaning of Holy Monday?What is Maundy Thursday?What Is Good Friday and Why is it Good?Good Friday PrayerWhat Does Holy Saturday Mean?What Is the Easter? Easter PrayersPowerful Facts About the Cross of Jesus The term "cross" holds profound significance in the Bible, serving as a powerful symbol of faith, sacrifice, and redemption.
This article explores the biblical meaning of "cross," its symbolism, cultural context, and references throughout Scripture, highlighting its spiritual importance in the lives of believers. See our content In Christian theology, the cross is primarily recognized as a symbol of Jesus Christ's sacrifice for humanity's sins. It represents the ultimate act of love,
where Jesus willingly took on the sins of the world. The Apostle Paul emphasizes this in Galatians 6:14 (NIV), stating, "May I never boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, through which the world has been crucified to me, and I to the world." This passage illustrates how the cross signifies not only Christ's death but also the call for
believers to carry their own crosses, embodying self-sacrifice in their daily lives.A Path to RedemptionThe biblical meaning of "cross" also encompasses the theme of redemption. In Matthew 16:24 (NIV), Jesus instructs His followers, saying, "Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me." This verse
highlights that the cross is not merely a historical event but a continuous journey for believers. It symbolizes the challenges and sacrifices that come with true discipleship and the promise of eternal life through faith in Christ.Cultural Context of the CrossThe Cross in Ancient TimesIn the cultural context of ancient Rome, the cross was a tool of
execution, often associated with shame and suffering. Crucifixion was reserved for the worst offenders, making the cross an emblem of disgrace. However, through Jesus crucifixion, the cross was transformed from a symbol of death to one of hope and salvation. This transformation is evident in 1 Corinthians 1:18 (NIV), where Paul writes, "For the
message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God." This shift illustrates how the cross became a pivotal element of the Christian faith.Biblical References to the CrossCrucifixion in the GospelsThe crucifixion accounts in the Gospels provide a detailed narrative of the cross's significance.
For instance, in John 19:17-18 (NIV), it is recorded, "Carrying his own cross, he went out to the place of the Skull (which in Aramaic is called Golgotha). There they crucified him." This passage reinforces the idea that the cross is central to the narrative of Jesus' life and mission, marking the culmination of His earthly ministry.The Cross as a Symbol of
VictoryThe New Testament also portrays the cross as a symbol of victory over sin and death. Colossians 2:14 (NIV) states, "Having canceled the charge of our legal indebtedness, which stood against us and condemned us; he has taken it away, nailing it to the cross." This powerful imagery illustrates how the cross is not just a reminder of Christ's
suffering but also an affirmation of His triumph over evil.Spiritual Importance of the CrossDaily Application of the CrossUnderstanding the biblical meaning of "cross" is vital for spiritual growth and discipleship. It encourages believers to embrace their faith fully, recognizing that following Christ requires commitment and the willingness to endure
hardships. The cross calls Christians to live out their faith actively, demonstrating love, humility, and service to others.The Cross and CommunityThe significance of the cross extends beyond individual faith; it fosters a sense of community among believers. Hebrews 10:24-25 (NIV) encourages believers to "consider how we may spur one another on
toward love and good deeds, not giving up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but encouraging one another." The shared journey of carrying one's cross can strengthen the bonds within the Christian community, fostering encouragement and support.ConclusionThe biblical meaning of "cross" encompasses themes of sacrifice,
redemption, and victory. It serves as a central symbol of the Christian faith, reminding believers of Jesus Christ's ultimate sacrifice and the call to live a life reflective of His love and grace.By understanding the cross's significance, believers can deepen their faith, strengthen their community, and embrace the transformative power of God's love in
their daily lives. As we carry our own crosses, we join in the legacy of Christ, finding hope and purpose in the journey of faith. Have you ever wondered why the cross holds such deep significance in Christianity? Its more than just a symbol; it represents hope, sacrifice, and redemption. Many people encounter the cross in churches, art, and even
jewelry, but its true meaning often gets lost in translation.Understanding the biblical meaning of the cross can transform how you view faith and spirituality. This article will break down its significance in simple terms, helping you grasp its role in the story of Jesus and what it means for your life today. Whether youre curious or seeking to strengthen
your beliefs, youll find valuable insights that resonate with your journey. The cross symbolizes Jesus Christs ultimate sacrifice for humanity, representing love, redemption, and forgiveness.Understanding the biblical meaning of the cross fosters personal faith, encouraging gratitude, humility, and the extension of forgiveness to others.Key New
Testament verses, such as John 3:16 and 1 Corinthians 1:18, underscore the crosss role as a foundation for Christian belief and hope.The cross serves as a powerful reminder to live selflessly and share the message of hope with others in daily life. Engaging with the symbolism of the cross enhances worship experiences, deepening the appreciation for
Christs sacrifice and its impact on spirituality. The cross holds immense significance in the Bible. It symbolizes Jesus Christs sacrifice for humanitys sins. By dying on the cross, Jesus made a profound statement about love, redemption, and forgiveness. This act fulfilled Old Testament prophecies, confirming Him as the Messiah. The cross represents
several key themes in Scripture:Sacrifice: Jesus crucifixion embodies the ultimate sacrifice. He took on the sins of the world, offering salvation to all. Redemption: Through His death, Jesus redeemed humanity, providing a path to reconciliation with God.Hope: The cross symbolizes hope for eternal life. Jesus resurrection demonstrates victory over sin
and death. The cross features prominently in the New Testament, particularly in the Gospels. Here are some crucial references:Matthew 27:32-56: This passage details Christs crucifixion, showcasing the events surrounding His death.John 3:16: This verse emphasizes Gods love and the importance of believing in Jesus for eternal life.1 Corinthians
1:18: This scripture highlights the crosss role as a source of power for believers. Understanding the biblical meaning of the cross impacts personal faith. Heres how to apply its significance:Reflect on Sacrifice: Contemplate the depth of Jesus sacrifice. This understanding fosters gratitude and humility. Embrace Forgiveness: Recognize that forgiveness
is central to the cross. Extend grace to others as Jesus did.Seek Hope: Use the hope symbolized by the cross as encouragement during difficult times. Remember, your faith is rooted in resurrection. You might wonder about specific aspects of the cross. Here are common questions answered:Why is the cross so important? The cross represents the
foundation of Christian belief. It embodies the message of love and sacrifice.What does the cross mean for daily life? The cross serves as a reminder to live selflessly, emulate Christs love, and share the message of hope with others.How can I deepen my understanding of the cross? Regularly read the Bible, engage in discussions, and seek resources
that explore its significance. The cross conveys deep messages about sacrifice, redemption, and hope that resonate throughout Scripture. The cross holds profound significance in Christianity, serving as a powerful symbol of hope, sacrifice, and redemption. The cross symbolizes Jesus Christs ultimate sacrifice for humanity. Through His crucifixion,
Jesus bore the weight of the worlds sins, showcasing selflessness and love. This act emphasizes that true sacrifice often involves personal suffering for the benefit of others. You can find this illustrated in John 15:13, where it states, Greater love has no one than this: to lay down ones life for ones friends. The cross also signifies redemption through
forgiveness. By accepting Jesuss sacrifice on the cross, you embrace redemption and restoration. This concept appears prominently in Colossians 1:13-14, highlighting how individuals are rescued from darkness and brought into the light of Gods kingdom. By understanding the redemptive nature of the cross, you foster a deeper sense of gratitude and
appreciation for the grace extended through Christs sacrifice. The cross carries profound theological meaning within Christianity, representing both the depths of human sin and the heights of divine grace. The New Testament provides crucial insights into the significance of the cross. It emphasizes Jesus Christs sacrifice, evident in verses like
Matthew 27:32-54, which details the events of the crucifixion. This act of selflessness serves as the foundation for redemption, as noted in 1 Corinthians 1:18, which describes the crosss power to save those who believe. The Apostle Paul, in Romans 5:8, highlights how Christs death while humanity was still sinful illustrates Gods immense love.
Through the cross, believers find forgiveness and a path to a restored relationship with God. The Old Testament foreshadows the significance of the cross through prophecies and symbolism. Isaiah 53 depicts the suffering servant, pointing towards Christs future sacrifice. This chapter outlines how the servant bears the iniquities of others, paralleling
what Jesus accomplishes on the cross. Additionally, the sacrificial system outlined in Leviticus serves as a precursor to the ultimate sacrifice made by Christ. Each animal sacrifice points to the need for atonement, culminating in Jesus as the Lamb of God. Understanding these connections deepens appreciation for the cross and its impact on the faith
journey. The cross holds deep significance in Christian teachings, symbolizing sacrifice, redemption, and hope. Its representation extends beyond a mere emblem, embodying profound theological concepts. Faith centers around the belief in Jesus Christs sacrifice on the cross, establishing a personal connection with the divine. The cross signifies the
acceptance of grace and the promise of eternal life. Romans 5:1 states, Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. This verse illustrates how faith transforms individuals, allowing them to embrace the hope the cross represents. You can reflect on your faith by understanding the life-changing
impact of the cross in your spiritual journey. Worship incorporates the cross, serving as a reminder of Christs sacrifice during services, songs, and prayers. Many churches display the cross prominently, inviting contemplation of its significance. In communion practices, believers commemorate Jesus body and blood, connecting deeply with the
crucifixion. The lyrics of hymns often celebrate the cross, drawing attention to its unifying role in worship. Engaging with the cross enhances your worship experience, providing a focal point for gratitude and reverence. The cross is more than just a symbol; its a powerful reminder of love and sacrifice. It invites you to reflect on your own journey and
the grace available through faith. Embracing its meaning can deepen your understanding of redemption and hope in your life.As you navigate your faith, let the cross inspire you to live selflessly and share that love with others. Remember that through its significance, youre part of a larger story of grace and forgiveness. The cross stands as a beacon
of hope guiding you toward a brighter future. The cross is a profound symbol in Christianity, representing hope, sacrifice, and redemption. It embodies Jesus Christs ultimate sacrifice for humanitys sins and serves as a reminder of Gods love and grace, encouraging believers to embrace faith and salvation. The New Testament emphasizes the cross
through accounts like Christs crucifixion in Matthew 27 and key teachings in 1 Corinthians 1. These references highlight the power of the cross for salvation, illustrating Jesuss role as the Savior and the transformative impact of His sacrifice. The Old Testament contains prophecies and symbols that foreshadow Jesus Christs sacrifice. These references
help deepen the understanding of the crosss significance, illustrating how it represents Gods plan for salvation and redemption throughout scripture. The cross signifies redemption through forgiveness, as detailed in Colossians 1:13-14. It represents the transition from darkness to light, highlighting Gods grace and the opportunity for believers to
attain eternal life through faith in Christs sacrifice. Faith is crucial as it connects individuals to the divine through belief in Jesus Christs sacrifice on the cross. This belief brings peace, eternal life, and strengthens the relationship between believers and God, allowing for a deeper spiritual journey. In worship, the cross serves as a powerful reminder of
Christs sacrifice. It enhances the worship experience by providing a focal point for gratitude, reverence, and contemplation, helping believers to reflect on their faith and the central message of Christianity. Topical EncyclopediaThe cross is central to Christian theology and is a profound symbol of faith, representing the sacrificial death of Jesus Christ
and the redemption of humanity. Its significance is deeply rooted in the narrative of the New Testament and is pivotal to understanding the Christian message of salvation.Biblical FoundationThe cross is first and foremost a symbol of the crucifixion of Jesus Christ, an event that is detailed in all four Gospels. In the Gospel of Matthew, Jesus predicts
His death, saying, "From that time on Jesus began to show His disciples that He must go to Jerusalem and suffer many things at the hands of the elders, chief priests, and scribes, and that He must be killed and on the third day be raised to life" (Matthew 16:21). This prediction underscores the necessity and divine purpose of the cross in God's
redemptive plan.Theological SignificanceThe Apostle Paul provides a theological exposition of the cross in his epistles. In 1 Corinthians 1:18, Paul writes, "For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God" . Here, the cross is portrayed as the power of God, a paradoxical symbol
of both suffering and salvation. It is through the cross that believers are reconciled to God, as Paul further explains in Colossians 1:20, "and through Him to reconcile to Himself all things, whether things on earth or things in heaven, by making peace through the blood of His cross" .Atonement and SacrificeThe cross is the means by which atonement
for sin is achieved. The concept of substitutionary atonement is central to understanding the cross. Isaiah 53:5 prophesies the suffering of the Messiah, stating, "But He was pierced for our transgressions, He was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace was upon Him, and by His stripes we are healed" . This Old Testament
prophecy is fulfilled in the New Testament, where Jesus is depicted as the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world (John 1:29).Discipleship and the CrossThe cross is also a call to discipleship. Jesus invites His followers to take up their own crosses, signifying a life of self-denial and commitment to His teachings. In Luke 9:23, Jesus says, "If
anyone would come after Me, he must deny himself and take up his cross daily and follow Me" . This call to bear one's cross is an invitation to participate in the sufferings of Christ and to live a life that reflects His sacrificial love.Victory Over Sin and DeathThe cross is not only a symbol of suffering but also of victory. Through His death and
resurrection, Jesus triumphed over sin and death. In Colossians 2:14-15, Paul writes, "having canceled the debt ascribed to us in the decrees that stood against us. He took it away, nailing it to the cross! And having disarmed the powers and authorities, He made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over them by the cross" . The cross, therefore, is a
declaration of Christ's victory and the believer's freedom from the bondage of sin.ConclusionThe cross is a multifaceted symbol that encapsulates the core of Christian faith. It represents the love, sacrifice, and victory of Jesus Christ, serving as a constant reminder of the believer's call to live in the light of His redemptive work. Through the cross,
Christians find the assurance of salvation and the hope of eternal life. Suggest a Verse Topical EncyclopediaThe cross, a central symbol in Christianity, represents the crucifixion of Jesus Christ and serves as a profound emblem of faith, redemption, and salvation. Its significance is deeply rooted in the New Testament and has been a focal point of
Christian theology and devotion throughout history.Historical Context and Biblical ReferencesThe cross was originally a Roman instrument of execution, designed to inflict a slow and painful death. In the context of the New Testament, it became the means by which Jesus Christ was crucified, fulfilling Old Testament prophecies and establishing the
foundation for Christian salvation. The Apostle Paul emphasizes the importance of the cross in his letters, stating, "For I resolved to know nothing while I was with you except Jesus Christ and Him crucified" (1 Corinthians 2:2).Symbol of Sacrifice and RedemptionThe cross symbolizes the ultimate sacrifice of Jesus, who, according to Christian belief,
bore the sins of humanity. This act of selfless love is captured in John 3:16: "For God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son, that everyone who believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal life" . The cross, therefore, represents the means by which believers are reconciled to God, highlighting themes of atonement and
redemption.Victory Over Sin and DeathIn addition to sacrifice, the cross signifies victory over sin and death. Through His crucifixion and subsequent resurrection, Jesus triumphed over the powers of darkness. Colossians 2:14-15 states, "He canceled the record of debt that stood against us with its legal demands. He set it aside, nailing it to the cross.
And having disarmed the powers and authorities, He made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over them by the cross" . This victory assures believers of their own resurrection and eternal life.Call to DiscipleshipThe cross also serves as a call to discipleship and a symbol of the Christian life. Jesus instructed His followers, "If anyone would come
after Me, he must deny himself and take up his cross and follow Me" (Matthew 16:24). This call to "take up the cross" signifies a willingness to endure suffering, sacrifice, and even persecution for the sake of Christ, reflecting a life committed to His teachings and mission.Unity and ReconciliationFurthermore, the cross is a symbol of unity and
reconciliation among believers. Ephesians 2:16 explains that through the cross, Christ reconciled both Jews and Gentiles to God, creating one new humanity: "And in one body to reconcile both of them to God through the cross, by which He extinguished their hostility" . The cross thus breaks down barriers and fosters a sense of community and peace
within the body of Christ.ConclusionThe cross, with its rich and multifaceted symbolism, remains a powerful and enduring emblem of the Christian faith. It encapsulates the core tenets of Christianitysacrifice, redemption, victory, discipleship, and unityserving as a constant reminder of the profound love and grace of God through Jesus Christ.Question
AnswerSimply put, the meaning of the cross is death. From about the 6th century BC until the 4th century AD, the cross was an instrument of execution that resulted in death by the most torturous and painful of ways. In crucifixion a person was either tied or nailed to a wooden cross and left to hang until dead. Death would be slow and excruciatingly



painful; in fact, the word excruciating literally means out of crucifying. However, because of Christ and His death on the cross, the meaning of the cross today is completely different.In Christianity, the cross is the intersection of Gods love and His justice. Jesus Christ is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world (John 1:29). The reference to
Jesus as the Lamb of God points back to the institution of the Jewish Passover in Exodus 12. The Israelites were commanded to sacrifice an unblemished lamb and smear the blood of that lamb on the doorposts of their homes. The blood would be the sign for the Angel of Death to pass over that house, leaving those covered by blood in safety. When
Jesus came to John to be baptized, John recognized Him and cried, Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world! (John 1:29), thereby identifying Him and Gods plan for Him to be sacrificed for sin.One might ask why Jesus had to die in the first place. This is the over-arching message of the Biblethe story of redemption. God created
the heavens and the earth, and He created man and woman in His image and placed them in the Garden of Eden to be His stewards on the earth. However, due to the temptations of Satan (the serpent), Adam and Eve sinned and fell from Gods grace. Furthermore, they have passed the curse of sin on to their children so that everyone inherits their sin
and guilt. God the Father sent his one and only Son into the world to take on human flesh and to be the Savior of His people. Born of a virgin, Jesus avoided the curse of the fall that infects all other human beings. As the sinless Son of God, He could provide the unblemished sacrifice that God requires. Gods justice demanded judgment and punishment
for sin; Gods love moved Him to send His one and only Son to be the propitiation for sin.Because of Jesus atoning sacrifice on the cross, those who place their faith and trust in Him alone for salvation are guaranteed eternal life (John 3:16). However, Jesus called His followers to take up their cross and follow Him (Matthew 16:24). This concept of
cross-bearing today has lost much of its original meaning. Typically, we use cross-bearing to denote an inconvenient or bothersome circumstance (e.g., my troubled teen is my cross to bear). However, we must keep in mind that Jesus is calling His disciples to engage in radical self-denial. The cross meant only one thing to a 1st-century persondeath.
Whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake will find it (Matthew 16:25). Galatians reiterates this theme of death of the sinful self and rising to walk in new life through Christ: I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me. And the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the
Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me (Galatians 2:20).There are places in the world where Christians are being persecuted, even to the point of death, for their faith. They know what it means to carry their cross and follow Jesus in a very real way. For those of us who are not being persecuted in such fashion, our job is still to remain
faithful to Christ. Even if we are never called to give the ultimate sacrifice, we must be willing to do so out of love for the One who saved us and gave His life for us. Return to:Questions about Jesus ChristWhat is the meaning of the cross? Suggest a Verse Suggest a Verse
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